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T was not till very lately that the ſermon upon 
which I am going to beſtow ſome animadver - 
ſions, was accidentally, put into my hands; elſe 

I might perhaps have offered my thoughts upon it 
ſooner : And indeed, I ſomewhat wonder that it 
has thus long eſcaped examination from other 
hands. 2 | 
' ] approve, as much as any man, of the great 
and good deſign of propagating the religion of 
Chriſt amongſt the Americans, but cannot approve 
of every method, or of every argument, that is 
ſometimes uſed to promote it. | 

The worthy Society for propagating the Goſpel | 
in foreign parts, will be ſo good as to conſider 
about the former; and I will take the liberty to 


conſider a ſingle article in reference to the latter. 


My attention in theſe ſtrictures, ſhall be directed 
chiefly to what my Lord of &. David's has been 


— —— ——— 


pleaſed to offer, — ſending Divines of note 


for 
P 2 Harry e. 


4. 
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for their characters and abilities, to propagate t 
Chriſtian religion in our plantations abroad (a). 
One would naturally have thought, that emi- 
nence of character and abilities in a clergyman go- 
ing over to preach the Goſpel in our foreign colo- 
nies, would give the greater weight and efficacy to 
his inſtructions, and make him not only more ac- 
ceptable to, but alſo to be more highly reverenced 
by, the poor uninſtructed people, to whom he 
chearfully goes upon ſo good an errand. I am 
ſure we think ſo with regard to our Divines here in 
England; and always find in fact, that none do 
more good than thoſe who are ſhining lights in 
both theſe reſpects. And why we ſhould not think, 
that the poor helpleſs Americans would be equally 


FS | 


delighted and benefited by ſuch men, if they 


could be ſo happy as to have them, I own I am 
hitherto at a loſs ro know, nor do I think that any 


body can oblige. me with a ſufficient reaſon, + 


Why ſhould we offer any arguments againſt 


meaſures honeſtly propoſed for doing the greater 
good? Why fhould we think that the diſregarded 


Fdlans can be more content than we ourſelves 


of ibe people made priefts of the high places, and ſet 


over us by authority, to be our inſtructors in 
things of the utmoſt conſequence, when we at the 
lame time know and fee daily, that they are ex- 
tremely unqualified for ſuch an office, and leſs able 
to do us good than they are to do us harm ? Why 


ſhould we not on this occaſion; and in this view, 


ace ourſelves in the condition of thoſe Indians,, 


and feelingly ſuppoſe 7beir caſe to be ours? Why 


ſhould we not be deſirous and even eager, to do 


a) In a ſerman- preached before the incorporated ſociety for 
the Propagation of the Goſpel: in foreign parts, on Friday, Fe- 


bruary 23, 1759» 


* # * 
H * 


are, or can be, with having the loweſt and meaneſt. 


thoſe 
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3 „ Fo | 
thoſe diſtreſſed heathens all the good that can poſ- 
fibly lie in our power? And particularly, why at 
any time throw cold water upon any well meant 
and well calculated ſcheme of charity, that can be 
Propoſed for the inſtruction and ſalvation of thoſe 


4 ; 


of our fellow-creatures, for whom Chriſt died? * 
The beſt men both for ability and character, are 
unqueſtionably the fitteſt to engage in that arduous, 
But noble ungern 8 5 
But ſuppoſe no ſuch men here ſhould be found 
willing and free to go; are we therefore to deſpair? 
Are we therefore to ſeek out reaſons to confirm 
and countenance them in their refuſal, and to 
withold or deter others, who, in time to come; 
may be more willing ? Or it we ſhould, after all, 
fail, and no men of diſtinguiſhed worth ſhould 
offer themſelves for this ſalutary and truly Chriſtian 
undertaking, are we therefore to leave the great 
work unattempted? And is there ho way to have 
it executed but by our otn men ? 
Nou for the removal of the objections that have 
been offered, and to make us all ſit eaſy (as we 
deſire) at home, every man under his bun vine, 4 : 
his own fi- tree; ſuppoſe there might peradventure 


be found among the natives, or other inhabitants 


of thoſe leſs inlightened parts, men of truly valu- 
able characters, both for good life, ſound ſenſe, an 
adequate (or at leaſt a ſufficient) knowledge of the 
Goſpel, and a ſpirit truly evangelical : might not 
theſe men anſwer the good purpoſe ? anſwer it full 
as well, if not better than many, if not moſt, of 
thoſe that we can find willing here to quit their 
native country, traverſe the wide ſeas, ſettle amon 

Barbarians, engage in unknown difficulties, 5 5 
themſelves to unknown dangers, and a thouſand 


other inconveniences, — and all this for the ſake 


» 


A 2 | | I re- 
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I reſume therefore my query, and preſs it. Sup- 
poſing, as I ſaid, that a competent ſupply of good 
and faithful miniſters might, by diſcreet manage- 
ment, be provided upon the ſpot (and ſurely you 
will not ſay, that Great Britain alone is the fertile 
foil wherein ſuch hopeful plants do grow) will not 
our objections and excuſes then be at an end? Or 
if, ever indulgent to ourſelves, and our own dear 
ſecular intereſts and aſpiring views, we ſhould in- 
vent any farther and quite new apologies, would 
they not immediately appear vain, expoſe our 1n- 
ſincerity, ſhew that we are not in earneſt, and con- 
vince the world that we have quite other views than 
what we pretend ? | 

' Surely human nature, unperverted from its firſt | 
and beſt principles, is generally the ſame in Ameri- i 
ca, as it is in Europe; and perhaps in ſome in- 
ſtances, nay probably in many, even ſuperior to 
what any part of Europe can boaſt of. And to put | 
the matter home, let me freely aſk, and let our, | 
certain knowledge anſwer, Have we not lately, for 
ſeveral years ſucceſſively, heard of men of excel- 
lent natural abilities, and of no leſs excellent 
morals, produced in thoſe too much neglected, 
if not deſpiſed, receſſes of the globe ? though, 
by the way, we do not ſeem to deſpiſe or neglect. 
the accumulations of wealth and power, which it 
is our good fortune to receive every year irom 
thence ; not regarding in the mean time, the 
wretched ſlavery, ſpiritual and temporal, of the 
unhappy natives, from whoſe labours and country 


thoſe beatifying acquiſitions low. _ ; 

Bur to go on with my argument, Suppoſing 
that there are, or may be, and moſt certainly there 
are, and will be, ſuch men in our colonies abroad, 

who yet have never been in Great Britain; might 

not ſuch men be ſelected, and properly. inftrubted 
an 
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and encouraged, to preach the Goſpel to ther 
countrymen, without going a ſtep out of their na- 
tive continent? And if we do not honour them 
with high titles and ſtations, as we do many of our 
Divines here, might not nevertheleſs, the great 
work of the Chriſtian miniſtry, and the true deſign 
of the Goſpel, be carried on as effectually and pro- 
ſper as much in their hands, as if they were ad- 
vanced to thoſe degrees of eminency in rank and 
appearance, which we ſeem not willing to allow 
them, and which we are not willing neither, that 
any of our own clergy of ſuch diſtinction ſhould 
go over to deſerve and aſſume there. 

Let this queſtion be calmly conſidered, and 
fairly anſwered. 

In the mean time my Lord of St. David's will 
give me leave to make a few remarks, upon a late 
argument of his Lordſhip on this head. 

As far as I know, he ſtates the caſe fairly, He 
mentions indeed, in his ſtating it, a ſuggeſtion, 
which I, for my part, had never heard of © before, 
and which, in all likelihood, I never ſhould have 
heard of, to this day, if it had not been for his 
publication of it. Bur I do by no means conclude 
from thence, that the repreſentation given of it by 
this right reverend Divine, is in the leaſt queſtion- 
able. Of this I am convinced, that the ſuggeſtion, 
from what hands ſoever it comes, 1s a very natural 
one, and therefore likely enough to be offered at 
one time or other, eſpecially in "this country of li- 
berty, if not alſo in our plantations abroad, which 
are more immediately intereſted in this affair. And 
were the thing after all really queſtionavic, yet bis 
Lordſhip's having taken notice of it, and conde- 
icended to beſtow upon it an anſwer, prevents all 


farther i inquiry about its being fact. 
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The ſuggeſtion however which falls under our 
Prelate's notice, is . 

That much greater ſucceſs [in propagating the 
* Goſpel in foreign parts] might probably be expect- 
<« ed, if ſome of the clergy of greater note for their 
66 charadter and abilities, would engage in the work. 
&« As they pretend to ſucceed the Apoſtles in other 
e reſpects, they ſhould do it in this, and try how 
« the work would proſper in their hands (2). 

Now what anſwer doth the Biſhop (who had un- 
dertaken to be the Advocate for the od deſigns of 
the Society) make to this? You ſhall hear, and I 
will freely leave you to judge. 

He is pleaſed to tell you, that this ſuggeſtion, 
« whatever be the ſpirit from which it proceeds,” 
(which ſeems, by the way, to. intimate, that it is no 
good ſpirit, at leaſt not favourable to the true pro- 
pagation of Chriſtianity, and perhaps alſo that it 
obliquely glances at the duties of men in high ſta- 
tions in the Church) is thus anſwered. | 

“ That the preſent clergy, though greatly infe- 
ce rior in many reſpects to the holy Apoſtles, are 
yet partakers of that ſacred miniſtry which our 
« Saviour deſigned ſhould in all ages be continued, 
ce for the inſtruction and edification of his church. 
Referring us, at the foot of the page, to a decla- 
ration of St. Paul, Epheſ. iv. 11. (c). 

To ſtop here a little. It ſeems proper to exhi- 
bit the Apoſtle's words in full view, that we may 
better judge of their deſign. I ſhall only premiſe 
the 7th verſe, for a neceflary introduction, and then 
the words will run thus. 

Uuto every one of us is given grace, according ts the 


meaſure of the gift of Chriſt, And he gave ſome Apo- 


/ ” and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and 
ſons Poſiors and Teachers; for the perfeing the ſaints, 


(5) Sermon, p. 21, (c) Ibid, 
for. 


7 


fer tbe Work of the miniſtry, for the edifying the bady 


of Chriſt ; till we all come, in the unity of the faith, 

and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of 
Chriſt. 

9 this is the whole paſſage, as far as bis 
Lordſhip judged it to be pertinent to his purpoſe, 
or was deſirous that we ſhould conſider it as any 
way relating to his argument. If his Lordſhip 
meant to extend the paſſage farther, I ſhall have 
no objection, and will readily join in the iſſue of the 
argument, which hitherto does not ſeem to be very 
auſpicious to his Lordſhip's cauſe, nor to promiſe 
it any great aſſiſtance. 

Let us briefly ſee what can be fairly made out 
in favour of his Lordſhip's argument, from the 
paſſage as above ſet forth. 1 doubr very little, ra- 
ther much to the contrary. 


Texts of ſcripture, whether produced or only 


referred to, in a ſermon, are generally intended, as 


far as I have been able to diſcern, either to illuſtrate 
or confirm a propoſition, or elſe to preſs ſome na- 
tural or Chriſtian duty upon the minds and lives 
of men. 

His Lordſhip, in referring us to this paſſage, 
can, I think, only mean to ſtrengthen his anſwer to 
the ſuppoſed objection. 

Conſider it in this light, and wn will it avail 

ou ? 

The objection (or call it, if you Pleaſe, a ſug- 
geſtion only) was this, 

That the ſending men of eminence, or at leaſt 
of greater note for their charablers, and abilities, ta 
propagate the Goſpel in foreign parts, would pro- 


bably be attended with greater ſucceſs, than (I pre- 


iume I may have leave to add) the ſending over 
A 4 inferior 
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inferior perſons, for the carrying on this great 


deſign. 

Does the apoſtolical paſſage under view, ſay any 
thing about this? — unleſs you can ſuppoſe that 
the ſuggeſtion meant, that we ſhould ſend over in- 
ſpired Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evangeliſts, with im- 
mediate commiſſion from heaven, (and then, by 
the way, where would be the need of a commiſſion 


from any earthly potentates) with power to work 


miracles, Sc.; which, I may well take it for grant- 
ed, was never intended in the ſuggeſtion propoſed, 
nor can be intruded upon us by any but enthuſiaſts. 
Let it is, | think, univerſally allowed, that the 
Apoſtle alludes wholly in this paſſage to the pri- 
mitive and welt known xapcpdls of thoſe times, 


and give me leave to ſubjoin, of thoſe times only (d). 


Expect in vain ſuch high donations now. 


(4) Verſe Sth, 11th, &c. He gave gifts unto men — apo- 
Ales, fome prophets, ſome evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors and teachers, 
&c.] “ That theſe paſtors and teachers (ſays Dr. Vhitby) in the 


« firſt ages, were men of extraordinary gifts, is evident from 


* this very place, where the words, He gave gifts unto men, ver. 


8. ſhew, that all the perſons mentioned in ver. 11. were par- 
* takers of the gifts which Chriſt, aſcending up on high, and 
lending down the holy Spirit, gave to men. Hence among 
the different y2404%7z, or gifts of the holy Ghoſt, are reckoned 
« Prophecy, Doctrine, Teaching, and other diwerſities of gifts, Rom. 
X11. 6, 7. 1 Cor. xiv, 6, 26. and x11. 28. When theſe extraor- 
« dinary gifts ceaſed, the very names of thoſe doctors, and others 
„ who were endowed with them, grew out of uſe. — A ſucceſſion 

of ſuch perſons was neither promiſed, nor was neceſſary after 
*« wards to attain the end for which thoſe ſupernatural gifts were 
© then conferred.” In loc. 

So that the reference to this paſſage, as applied, or as ſuppoſed, 
in any proper ſente, to relate to the preſent clergy, is out of place 
and time, and a manifeſt diſtortion of the words to a meaning 
which they will not bear, nor were intended to import. It can- 
not be ſaid that the reference had no ſuch view. Then why was 


it made? And why doth it point directly to the preſent clergy, 


who are, in this very place, expreſsly aſſerted by his Lordſhip, to 
be paertakers of that ſacred minifiry, which our Saviour deſigned 


But 
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But ſay, We mean only Paſtors and Teachers (the 
laſt offices there mentioned) in the ordinary way. 
And indeed, if you could mean any thing farther, 
you would find yourſelves wofully at a loſs to clear 
up and confirm your meaning. However, to give 
you fair and full ſcope, ſay only this, and where 
would your argument end ?--- We ought, ſay you, 
to ſend over Paſtors and Teachers (and every ſe- 
rious Chriſtian will heartily wiſh, that you may al- 
ways {end over faithful ones, and will, at the ſame 
time, as heartily pray that they may have the ut- 
moſt ſucceſs) ; but it does not (you will go on to 
ſay) appear to be neceſſary, that we ſhould delegate 
thither, as miſſionaries, men of ** greater note for 
e their characters and abilities” here at home. 

Is this any thing to the purpoſe of the Apoſtle's 


declaration? or does it at all invalidate the force f 


the objection ? Does it not rather confirm it ?--- 
Send over Paſtors and Teachers.---Who would think 
that by Paſtors and Teachers, in the very loweſt de- 


gree of the Apoſtle's ſenſe, was meant only the 


refuſe and ſcum of the Clergy ? men who are nei- 


ther Paſtors, nor Teachers, in the true ſenſe of the 


words, and would have been excluded, not only 


from the miniſtry, but alſo our of the church, in 


the Apoſtle's days.--- Why not rather ſend over ho- 
neſt men, men of ſeriouſneſs, men of piety and 
approved worth? Why not Clergy of greater note 
for their characters and abilities? &c. 


ſhould in all ages be continued, for the inflration and edification 


of his church? 


If any learned perſon ſhould be fo hardy as to undertake to 
juſtify the application made of this paſſage to the clergy of mo- 
dern times, I ſhould be glad to ſee his paraphraſe of the whole 
context; and the world will, I believe, expect ſuch a paraphraſe 
from him, if he ſhall think it prudent to engage in the defence 
of that application, 

But 
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But I aſk pardon. I have gone perhaps too far, 
and therefore ſtop here; though I could proceed 
much farther, and could alſo, 1 believe, ſhew even 
to demonſtration, that this paſſage of St. Paul's, if 
purſued to its utmoſt length, knocks in the head at 
once all modern pretenſions, and all the arguments 
commonly urged againſt ſending over miſſionaries 
of greater note for their characters and abilities, &c. 
into our American colonies, with a view to preach 
the Goſpel of Chriſt in its purity, in thoſe dark 
abodes. All which may be better forborne for the 
preſent, than urged, ſince it would be urged to no 
purpoſe, being fure to be heard with little patience, 
and perhaps to be treated with ſovereign contempt; 
if not alſo with unmannerly ſneer and ridicule :- 


which we too well know to be very common, though 


very unreaſonable and EP unbecoming in 
iuch caſes. | 

The ſum of his Lordſhip's anſwer thus far, ſup- 
ported with his reference to the paſſage which we 
have ſeen, centers in this aſſertion: “ That the 
preſent clergy are partakers of that ſacred miniſtry 
which our Saviour de ſigned ſhould in all ages be 
< continued, for the inſtruction and edification of 
his church.” About which I ſhall have no debate 
with bis Lordſhip, or with any other, let the truth 
of the fact be what it will. Others may conſider 
and may poſſibly diſcern grounds for ſome degree 
of doubt in certain inftances. But let this pals ; for 
the pyefent. 

To the foregoing words, my Lord immediately 
#abjoins : --- © Bor it does not from thence follow 
that we ALL are obliged to preach the Saupe! in 
foreign parts.“ 

Doth the ſuggeſtion ſay, or even intimate, that 
We are ALL to go over! ? and that we are obliged to 
£9 10? -«- The © words, as given by my Lord _ 

ſelf, 


n 
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felf, (upon whoſe credit we take them) are theſe; 
--- If sou öf the Clergy of greater note for 
their characters and abilities, would engage in 
this work (e).“ | NTT. 

How comes it about that we are ſo inſtantane- 
ouſly got out of our view? How is it to be ac- 
counted for, that we find this ſudden and unex- 
pected change of the terms in the ſame page? --- 
Sour, ſays the objection ; ALL, ſays his Lordſhip. 
--- Some of the Clergy of greater note, ſays the ob- 
jection : All the Clergy in general (meaning, I pre- 


ſume, thoſe of the whole Church of England, and 


perhaps of Ireland too) his Lordſhip is pleaſed 


to return :--- and all, whether of greater or leſſer 


note, or whether of any note at all in the church, 
either for their characters or their abilities, or both, 
or whether of note perhaps for a quite contrary turn 
in both reſpects. --- And if you ſhould not think 


(e) Nuzre :—When the ſuggeſtion only intimates, * that much 
* greater ſucceſs might probably be expected, ir s0ME of the 
«clergy of greater note fer their characters and abilities WOULD 
engage in this work ;” never once imagining nor deſiring that 
ALL our clergy would actually go over, nor thinking that they 


 OVGHT to do fo, is it fair to extend that reſtrictive . 


to an univerſal obligation? or is it reaſon for reaſon to ſay, It 
„does not hence follow (and ſurely it does not, nor was in- 
tended to follow) that we ALL, namely, all the preſent clergy who 
are engaged in the ſervice of the church here at home, are OBLIGED 
to go and preach the Goſpel in foreign parts. It would have been 
ſomewhat more pertinent, ' and leſs exceptionable upon the whole, 
if our C ſaid, „It does not from thence follow that 
« ANY of us are obliged to preach,” &c. And yet even this 
would not fully come up to the point ; which is plainly confined 
to our clerg y of greater note for their characſer and abilities; and 
ſtill not to aLL even of them; but, as the ſuggeſtion preciſely 


ſpecifies, to so E only: © If sou of the clergy of greater note, 


* &c, would engage in this work.” Would Pearſon (a fair and 
clear reaſoner, and a Biſhop alſo, as well as my Lord of St. Da- 
vid's) have argued in that other manner? | 
| — Aartum diverſus ab Illo! 
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Lk 112 J 
fit to ſend theſe over, why ſhould they be employed 
here at home ? | | 

Now, how ſhall a plain honeſt man, a man of 
common underſtanding, who reverences the epiſco- 
pal order of the Church of England, and cannot 
entertain a thought that any of her Prelates will 
prevaricate, eſpecially in a ſermon, and in a ſermon 
deliberately made public, and intended to be ſent, 
and, I believe, actually conveyed, into almoſt all 
parts of his Majeſty's dominions both at home and 
abroad, how ſhall ſuch a man be able to judge 


here? --- If he judges at all, can he think, that this 


is fair dealing, and truly honourable ? --- to ate a 
queſtion firſt, and then immediately to pervert it ? 
to lay down the words of an objection, and then 
change the terms of it, and ſhift the ſcene of the 
argument ? ---I own I am amazed, and know nor 
what to plead in defence of our Prelate. I cannot 
plead : No honeſt man can: The words are fo plain, 
and the perverſion, I muſt not, I will not, ſcruple 
to ſay, the prevarication, is fo groſs and fo glaring. 


Why is the noble fcience of rheology expoſed to 


contempt, and us credit weakened by the meannefs 


of the chicanery ? --- Even our ſchools, I hope, liti- 
gious as they ſometimes are, remain hitherto, and I 
heartily wiſh they may always remain, unacquainted 
with this kind of ſophiſtry ; which can impoſe upon 
none but the vulgar, who generally take all they 
read upon truſt, eſpecially from their ſuperiors of 
greater note for their characters and abilities. And 
why ſhould even the poor vulgar, our fellow-crea- 
cures, feilow-chriſtians, and fellow-fubjects, amongſt 
whom this ſermon is diſperſed far and wide, be fo 
impoſed upon, eſpecially by a right reverend Prelate 
of the Church of England ? + hy b 
ſincerely with, for my Lord of St. David's cre- 


dit, and for the honour of true religion, that his 
1 e Lip 
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Lordſhip either had never conſented to publiſh this 
ſermon, or ſo conſenting, had been pleaſed to re- 
view. what he had delivered from the pulpit upon 
this particular topic, and thereupon either dropped 
this part of his ſermon in the publication, or made 
his anſwer to the ſuggeſtion more ſolid, and alſo 
free, even from the remoteſt ſuſpicion of his pre- 
varicating in ſo great and fo. plain à caſe, and _ 
an occaſion. every way ſo hn 

But let us go on. 

<« For ( in the. next words 1 we are already, by 
« the providence of God, engaged in the ſervice 
of his church here at home; where we have em- 
„ ployment more than ſufficient for all our abilities, 
<« and all our care. Now if any one of us, engaged 
thus at home, be obliged to preach the goſpel a- 


<< broad, the ſame obligation muſt lie upon allof us, 


< ſince there is nothing to determine it to any one 
e more than to another 77 


The argument here may to many appear plauſi- 
ble, but is really upon the whole (and I am indeed 


ſorry to ſay it) fallacious. - Only reflect a little, 
and judge according to common ſenſe; and I deſire 


no better judge, in a caſe ſo obvious to common 


underſtanding, than common ſenſe, joined with 
common honeſty. « If one is obliged, then all are 
ce obliged; there is no rule to determine, &c.“ 
The objectors did not ſuggeſt that any were obliged. 


They only judged it reaſonable (and fo muſt every 
man of reaſon) that ome of greater note for their 
characters and abilities, ſhould take the lead, being 
_ commiſſioned by authority, to preach the goſpel of 
Chriſt, among the poor heathens and converts in 
our ſettlements abroad. And is not this indeed. 
deſireable, as well as reaſonable ? Why (let me aſk. 
again) why ſhould we ſhun the good work, if NP 


*(f) Sermon, p. 22. 
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deſirous to promote it ? --- or at leaſt, why prè vari- 
cate, in order to avoid it? -- Does it indeed follow 


{to uſe his Lordſhip's expreſſion) that aLL lie under 


equally the ſame obligation? - That if one” muſt 


quit his charge; ſuppoſe in England or Ireland, or 


any where elſe within theſe ſeas; aLL muſt, by pa- 
rity of reafon; do the ſame, and leave theſe coun- 
tries deſtitute bf Miniſters ? --- and; that in this 


caſe (which nevertheleſs is a caſe not in the leaſt- 


ſuppoſed by the objection) there can be no rule, no 
medium; no criterion, by which to determine, Vo 
mall go, or Who ſhall 2 go? Since all alike, as 
his Lordſhip is pleaſed to repreſent the matter, mu/? 
go, and there can be no difference, An hard caſe 
this, it muſt be owned, if it were the true caſe, or 
the true ſtate of it: which apparently it is not, and 
every eye can diſcern the fallacy. | 

But if Cwhat is not deſired or expected, if 
% ALL the preſent Clergy were to quit their charges 
in this country, and if they who ſucceed them 
were always, as by parity of reaſon they ought, todd 
the ſame, the public worſhip of God, and other 
<* parts of his ſervice as appointed by Chriſt, would 
here ſoon be at an end.” {No body doubts it, 
no one will beſo hardy as to contradict it, no body 
will be fo wicked as even to wiſh it] © But as that 
* conſequence muſt, to all perſons well diſpoſed, 
appear abſurd, this conſideration plainly ſhews, 
that thoſe of the Clergy, who ate any where fixed 
in particular ſtations for the ſervice of God, and 
* have uo ſpecial calls from the holy Spirit (g). [By 


(2) No ſpecial calls from the holy Spirit.] It appears to me that 


in many inſtances, both of public diſcourſe, and private conver- 


ſation, and in printed writings alſo, we make abundantly too free 
with this ſacred Agent, inſomuch that his calls, his motions, his 


illuminations, bis illapſes, his withdrawings, and the like, are 


become, in a manner, cant- terms. Do we not make more free 


the 
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the way, why ſo bold a word, and what is the rex 
meaning of it? Would not ſuch. an expreſſion; 
dropped by an inferior writer, fall under a ſuſpicion 


of ſome degree of enthuſiaſm? --- But this in pafſ- 
ing: --- #0 ſpecial calls from the boly Spirit] © to go 


with this divine Spirit, than we have any juſt authority to do from 
ſcripture or reaſon; even in our ſolemn offices? — © Do you, try 
that you are inwatdly moved by the holy Gh? Come, holy Ghoſt, 
our fouls inſpire. — Come, holy Gheoft, eternal Gad, proceeding fromt 
above. — Receive the holy Ghoſt by the impoſition of our hands.” 
After theſe ſtrong and bold declarations, eſtabliſhed and kept up 
by a national church, we need the leſs wonder, when we hear 
any of the Fathers of it {| — of ſome ſpecial calls from the 
holy Spirit to certain clergymen, to go abroad for the propagation 
of the Goſpel, or when we find the church herſelf, in one of her 
canons, aſſerting the clergy (I ſuppoſe in general) to be he Ge- 
cal meſſengers and miniſters of Almighty God. : 

Now it this be the caſe, if (to argue ſomewhat in our Prelate's 
own way, aſſuting from premiſes not granted) all the Clergy 
who have received Prieſt's orders, have received allo the holy 
Ghoſt; and if thoſe who have received the holy Ghoſt, have there- 
by commenced pecial meſſengers and miniflers of Almighty God; Do 
they need any other more ſpecial calls from the ſame Loly Spirit, to go 
and preach the Goſpel in foreign parts? How ſhall they diſtinguiſh 
the latter calls from the former, and be more ſure of the one ſort 


of call, than they are of the other? And where will you find thoſe 


who will obey the latter call in preference to the former? And if 
you can find none of this ſtamp, (or but few comparatively, if any) 
the poor Indians may wait long enough, before they have preach- 
ers from theſe parts, who have really and truly thoſe ſpecial ca!!; 
from the holy Spirit to go amongſt them. —You ſee now to what a 
dilemma this way of reaſoning will ultimately reduce us. It is 
well if it doth not ſometimes terminate in rank enthuſiaſm. 


A man may eaſily ſay, when he is either preſſed by want at 


home, or tempted by money abroad, or both, that he has a ca// 
(and a /þecia/ one too) from the holy Spirit, to leave this country 
of Chriſtians, and go over to preach among the Heathens. But 
does he not ſay as much to the full in another caſe, when at his 
ordination he ſolemnly declares to the Biſhop, that he truſts he is- 


ir7wardly mowed by the holy Ghoſt to this office and miniſtration ? All 


that go over have declared this at their entering into orders. And 
yet do we not well know that the views, conduct, and tempers of 
many of them, both before and after, have flatly belied their 
declaration, and proved it to be all a farce and an impoſition 7 + 


<« a broad 
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abroad for the propagation of the goſpel, are not 
* obliged perſonally to engage in that work (9. 


I need not make any particular remarks here. They 


are made before. You ſee the ſame way of arguing 
(all upon ſuppoſitions not granted, all upon allega- 
tions merely fictitious, and invented only to ſerve 
a turn) runs in a current throughout this anſwer. 

But I will purſue his Lordſhip's tergiverſations 
no farther. I am really tired, and almoſt regret the 


pains I have taken to refute a way of reaſoning, 


which is ſo viſibly precarious, and (what is ſtill 
more affecting) of pernicious conſequence, in re- 
gard to the ſpreading of the true doctrine and mo- 
rals of the goſpel in foreign parts. Which is my 
only excuſe (and I hope it will be judged by all 
men of reaſon to be a juſt one) for my aſſuming 
the liberty to animadvert upon the reaſonings of a 
perſonage of ſuch high diſtinction in the Church, 
to whom I would pay all the reſpect due to his ſta- 
tion, that can be any way conſiſtent with the ſupe- 
rior reſpect due to truth, and with a free remon- 
itrance in its behalf, when authority alone would 
bear it down, and frame any excuſe, though ever 


ſo trivial, to ſupport a favourite ſyſtem, and to re- 


tard the progreſs that the Goſpel would otherwiſe 
certainly make among the heathen nations, if it 
was taught them in its true purity, and by truly 
good and able men, ſuch as have its intereſt ſincere- 


ly at heart; and if, at the ſame time, the propaga- 


tion of it was duly encouraged by thoſe, who have 
the power and means of doing ir. 

have now done with the paſſage in the ſermon 
upon which I intended, and have taken the freedom, 
to animadvert; cloſing my remarks with this que- 
ry, Which I leave to be conſidered. — If our chief 
clergy are pleaſed to argue after this manner, and 


(2) Sermon, p. 22, 


with 


L 
with theſe evaſions, in diſcouragement of propagat- 
ing the Goſpel abroad, by ſuch miniſters as would 
do it ſervice and credit; can we wonder, if we 
ſhould hear, as we ſometimes do, that ſome of our 


principal Lay- gentlemen in our foreign plantations. 
are ſo remiſs in aſſiſting, and ſo unwilling to con- 


tribute towards the maintenance of unworthy miſ- 
ſionaries, ſent over for this purpoſe by thoſe chief 
Divines? I will urge no more on this head, 
having ſomething {till to ſubjoin upon another. 

We have heard our Biſhop's reaſonings and de- 
fences ; with which I declare again J am not ſatiſ- 
fied, being, to me at leaſt, no way convincing, nor 
appearing to be at all worthy of a perſon of ſuch 
eminence. | 

If ir ſhould not be thought too much preſum- 
ption (in farther addition to the liberty I have ta- 
ken, and for which I can ſcarce promiſe myſelf a 
ready and good-natured pardon) 1 will venture 
briefly to intimate, what, in the judgment of ſeri- 


ous and ſenſible men, who intirely honour the Chri- 


ſtian religion and deſire its propagation, would 
have been the true and juſt anſwer io the propoſal 


or ſuggeſtion offered. 
I know how hard it is for ſome men, to make 


conceſſions of any ſort, when they are preſſed home 


with an argument. They will rather fe evi- 
dence, Puzzle a cauſe, and throw out anſwers at 


random (5). 


But ingenuity is always beſt; and it is far more 


| honourable to acknowledge, than diſown truth, 


and to militate againſt it. Why can we not bring 


ourſelves into this temper ? and what reaſon is there 
that we ought not ? 


29 Gan a palpable inſtance of this kind in the laſt anſwer of 
Mr. K. to Mr, Moyle, concerning the thundering legion. Non 
perjuadebis, etiamſi per ſuaſeris. E 

| Or 
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For my part, I confeſs freely, that I ſhould have 
anſwered in ſome. ſuch manner as this, but in a 
friendly and ferious converſation only. 


Gentlemen, what you ſuggeſt is not unrea- 


ſonable. It is certainly right that men of the beſt 
characters, and beſt abilities, ſhould be ſent over 
into our plantations. And the Goſpel will never 
ſhine there or any where elſe, but when promoted 
as you deſire, by men of real worth, approved 
morals, knowledge of the ſcriptures in their true 
ſenſe, judicious zeal, great prudence, great mode- 
ration, — if not alſo, tn ſome caſes, men of eminent 
rank, and juſtly reverend for their ſtations, as well 
as goodneſs. 

„ But, Gentlemen, give me leave to be free 
with you; and I deſire you to conſider the matter 
well. 


Here you defire, and very reaſonably, that ſuch 
men may be ſent over. But where ſhall we find 
them? Where find men of that turn and capacity, 


in bur own country, that will be willing to go? 
You ſee that the parochial clergy, of whatever name 
or diſtinction, and of whatever note for their cha- 
racters and abilities, are here ſettled already. Would 
you have them to go? What would become of your 
own country? You do not, I am ſure, deſire this, 
unleſs where any of them are free to offer them- 
ſelves. And you well know, we ought not to com- 
pel any againſt their wills. — Is it your deſire, that 
our Dignatories ſhould go over? You know that 


they alſo are fixed in their ſtations. And why ſhould 


you deſire to diſturb them, unleſs their zeal for the 
Goſpel thould excite them to quit all rhe great poſts 
and poſſeſſions which they enjoy here, and to run 
the hazard, by ſea and land, of acquiring a far leſs 
ſupport, attended with no honours, but with much 
laborious toil, in a foreign country? You cannot 
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in reaſon expect this at their hands; and if you 
did, you would certainly be diſappointed. | 


« 
* 


- 


 « Caſt about therefore, for ſome other means of 
propagating the goſpel in foreign parts. And what 


means or methods will be more likely to occur to 
you, on ſuch an exigence, than that, when our own 


men, whether of greater or leſſer note for their cha- 
racers and abilities (but ſtill of good note in both 
reſpects) are unwilling to embark in this honour- 
able miſſion, the poor Americans and other pagans 
themſelves, being duly inſtfucted and qualified, and 
ſincerely deſirous to engage in the good work, ſhould 
be commiſſioned, without coming over hither, to 
preach the goſpel amongſt their countrymen ? whoſe 


various and different languages, they either better 


underitand, or ſooner and more readily attain, than 
moſt of thoſe young men whom we commonly ſend 
over from theſe realms, for this purpoſe.” _ 

I would then add, — © You fee, Gentlemen, 
from what I have ſaid, that I do not in the leaſt 
interfere with any wiſhes or expeCtations you can 
reaſonably entertain, that, ſome of the Clergy of great- 
er note for their charatters and abilities, would engage 


in this work, I leave them to their liberty, and 


you to your ſucceſs in applying to them. Prevail 
Upon as many as you can, and with all my heart. 
For I believe, as you ſeem to do, that they might 


do the greater good. — Much lefs, you fee, do I 


deſire to hinder any worthy men, who are as yet 
tinprovided with preferments or ſettlements here, 
from offering themſelves, as volunteers, for this 
glorious miſſion, They are indeed the moſt likely 
perſons to engage in it. And whereas you ſeem 
not much to approve of the characters or conduct 
(as neither indeed do any ſerious men) of ſome, 
perhaps many, of thoſe who are ſo free to offer 


themſelves, and are often too readily commiſſioned ; 
| B 2 I muſt 
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I muſt tell you, with the ſame freedom which I have 
hitherto uſed, that T intirely join with you, and 
would not have one of theſe men ſent upon an er- 
rand for which they are not qualified, or, if I may 
venture to uſe the wards of one of our Prelates, for 
which they have no ſpecial call of an higher and more 
noble nature, than what terminate in a mere liveli- 
hood, or, what is worſe, in a ſcheme for filthy lu- 
cre 3 ue ſoch men would certainly diſparage their 
miſſion, diſcredit thoſe that ſent them, diſhonour 
the Goſpel which they were deputed to propagate, 
and, in ſhort, do infinitely more harm than good, 
not only i in their reſpective cures, but FAT more ex- 
tenſively, and thereby the courſe of the Goſpel 
would inevitably be obſtructed,. —— ridente Turcd, 
plorante Pagano, nec dolente Judæo.“ 

In this or a like manner, as J faid, would I, as 
a friend to trut! b, and a contemner of all low arti- 
fices to evade its force, reaſon upon this ſubje, 
with honeſt, ſenſible, and fair-dealing men, who 

mould appear to have truth only in view, and to 

have the real intereſt of mankind at beart. But 
political ſchemes and ſyſtems, founded on worldly 
intereſts, and keeping the Chriſtian religion faſt 
bound in their chains and confinements of it, do 
evidently ſtand in the way of the progreſs of the 
Goſpel, and check all the fair hopes we might 
otherwiſe entertain of its ſucceſs amongſt the In- 
dians. 

Having now done with the few ſtrictures I in- 
tended, upon the Biſhop of St. David's intereſted 
obſervations upon the ſubject, I will here venture 
to go a ſtep farther, and upon the ſame foot of 
freedom and philanthropy, to propoſe a few que- 
ries, which may deſerve ſcrious and compaſſionate 
attention, 


Where 


211 


Where would be the harm or the inconvenience 


of appointing Biſhops or Superintendants in our 


colonies abroad? — I eaſily foreſee the objections, 
but think them not worth the attending to, as they 
are evidently political and ſelfiſh on the ſide of thoſe 
who uſually urge them. 

But ad hominem. Biſhops are of divine inſtitu- 
tion. — Why ſhould there not be Biſhops in our 
American plantations ? The Biſhop of London claims 
his right there. Might not my Lord of London 
appoint his ſuffragans there? If Biſhops there are 
neceſſary, why are they not appointed! ? If not ne- 
ceſſary there, why is the order ſo much inſiſted up- 
on, as abſolutely neceſſary here ? 

In two words, the Biſhop of London, retaining 
ſtill his right and prerogative, might, by commil- 
ſion, only authorized by law, nominate and con- 
ſtitute worthy Divines in America, to be his ſuffragan 
Biſhops or Inſpectors there. No need of all the 
farce and parade of their coming over hither for 
Conſecration, and other ſuch ſhow and ceremony. 
All which, if neceſſary, may be done as well in 
America as in England. 

As to the ſettlement of revenues, grandeur, and 
the like, I ſhall ſay nothing; though here alone 
lies the pinching argument, and all applications, 
thou gh urged ever ſo modeſtly, and ever fo forcibly, 
as chey have often been, by rational and ſerious 
Divines of our church, will avail nothing, ſo long 
as this and the like objections, ariſing folely from 
intereſted views, are urged by the authority of 
great men, who have viſibly 2 cauſe of their own 


D 
to ſerve, whatever becomes of the cauſe of Je 


Chriſt. 

If nevertheleſs our Governors would be pleaſed 
to conſider a moment, there is a ſhort and effectual 
way to preclude the avenues of avarice and ambi- 
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tion in ſuch of our Clergy on this ſide the waters, 


as would otherwiſe be tempted to go over into our 
plantations abroad, in the manner that many of 


them do now into IRELAND (&), merely for the ſake | 


of wealth and honours. 


Let the wealth, let the honours.” got alſo the 


powers, of the propoſed ſuperintendents abroad, be 


moderate; agreeable to reaſon, agreeable to the 


frugality, agrecable to the honourable and honeſt 
occaſions of a well conſtituted ſtate, and to the pro- 
pagation of free trade, commerce, and purchaſes 
amongſt the inhabitants. And, which is more per- 
haps than all the reſt, and thoroughly concluſive 
with regard to the caſe in hand, may the definitive 
ſentence and determination of our Governors in 
England be, That the natives of our plantations 
alone ſhall ſerve our ſpiritual cures there, yet {till 
under proper regulations from England, and always 
ſubject to the general government of the Sovereign 
of Grear Britain, 


I ſhall only obſerve farther, that I can by no 


means be induced to believe, from the force of any 


arguments I have yet ſeen, or from the conduct of 
our miniſtry, paſt or preſent, that the civil Go- 
vernment, without whole interpoſition nothing can 
be done, judges a bench of Biſhops of the fame 
high authority and power, which' our Biſhops ge- 
erally have here in England, to be really neceſſary 
towards the propagation of the Goſpel in foreign 
2 And it is moſt certain, from obſervation 


( Swirr ſpeaks of a propoſal made by ſome 8 there, 
for removiog the on {cmptation to this practice. But all trials of 
this kind will be ineffectual zoo, after ſo long a continuance and 
encouragement of ſuch a praQtice in that kingdom. The plead- 


ing of cuſtom alone, will be ſufficient to ſupport it, according to 
our preſent eſtabliſhed maxims.—But nothing of this nature can 


as yet be ——— in ref pect of o our indian Provinces. 
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and experience there, conlidering different parties, 
and the tempers of many of the people, that ſuch 
an order of ſuperintendents, if eſtabliſhed in our 
provinces abroad, would in effect, and as things 
now ſtand, rather obſtruct than promote the ſpread- 


ing of the Goſpel in foreign parts. 


The inſiſting upon candidates for orders coming 


over from thence, ſo prodigious a way by ſea, and 


expoſed to ſo much danger "of their lives (many of 
which have been often Toft) only to be ordained 
here, ſeems really unaccountable (7), | 

Did our bleſſed Lord, or his Apoſtles, niche 
all this parade and ceremony for the propagation 
of his religion 2% the uttermoſt parts of the earth ? 
And are they not, in good truth and ſeriouſneſs, a 
very barefaced obſtruction (let me forbear fonts 
for the preſent, a downright oppoſition) to it? 

Men of reaſon and ſenle will conſider, and will, 
I ſuppoſe, judge from what I have curſorily offered. 
And I could wiſh that ſome of them would preſs 
the matter farther in favour of our American ſettle- 
ments, and the advancement of true religion there. 
by the means of Miſſionaries of a truly evangelical 
character, though. not of high-rank in life. 

What ſhrewd men, who know the world well, 
and attentively obſerve its views and meaſures, 


think of theſe matters, may eaſily be gueſſed from 


the following lines, which are in almoſt every one's 
hands. 


When Goſpel preachers fondly ſay, 
We're bound our great ligbt to duplay, j 
And Indian darkneſs chaſe away; 


) See ſome inſtances of this kind, and of the fatal effects of 
ſuch a voyage, in the Aſtract annexed to this Sermon, p. 56. 


and in many former AlHracts. 
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Yet none but drunken watchmen' ſend, 
Or /coundrel link-boys, for that end; 
When they cry up this holy war, 
Which ev'ry Chriſtian ſhould be for, 
Yet ſuch as owe the Law their cars 
We find employ'd as engineers : 
This view my forward ear ſo ſhocks, 
In vain they hold the money-box. 
At ſuch a conduct, which intends, 
By dicious means, ſuch virtuous ends, 
I laugh off ſpleen, and keep my pence 
From pong Indian innocence. 


As are alſo, I ſuppoſe, the following of later 
date, which point, with equal fatire and juſt indig- 
nation, at our unworthy treatment of the Indians, 
and the baretaced 1 iqury we do them. 


Hippy, thrice happy ne now the ſavage race, 
Since Europe took their Gold, and gave them Grace! 
Paſtors ſhe ſends to help them in their need; _ 
Some who can't write, with others who ant read. 


And on ſure grounds, the Goſpel-pile to rear, 


Sends miſſionary felons every year. 

Our vices, with more zeal than holy pray'rs, 

She teaches them, and, in return, takes hers. 
Faith too ſhe plants, for her own ends impreſt, 
To make them bear the worſt, and hope the beſt. | 
And while ſhe teaches on vile intereſts plan, 


As laws of God, the wild decrees of man, 


Like Phariſces, of whom the ſcriptures tell, 
She makes them ten times more the ſons of hell. 
"CHURCHILL (w). 


(n) Publiſhed long after the penning of the foregoing remarks; 


| but inſerted by the author, 


If 


L 25 J. 

If theſe things be true (and whether they are ſo 
or otherwiſe, may be eaſily known from authentic 
evidences upon the ſpot) it is fime Tor the poor In- 
dians to complain, for the rich Europeans to conſi- 


der, and for all good men to remonſtrate in the 
behalf of the former, and to condemn the latter. 


pos 1. 
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N my reflections on the partial reaſoning and 

intereſted views of the learned Prelate, whoſe 
arguments I had firſt undertaken to conſider, I oc- 
caſionally took notice of his miſapplying ſcripture, 
in favour of his caſe. It happened, much about 
the ſame time, that I caſt my eye upon the ſermon 
of another Prelate of the ſame See; wherein I ob- 
ſerved a miſapplication, that was ſtill more obvi- 
ous, and more ſurpriſing. 

I have, I muſt own, a high regard for the cha- 
racter of this laſt great perſonage ; and it is with 
ſome reluctance, that I aſſume the liberty to remark 
upon a performance of ſo reſpectable a governor. 
But in a caſe of this kind, where the ſacred text is 
concerned, and where the words of it are ſo mani- 
feſtly (though, I hope, undeſignedly) drawn away 
from their original meaning and delign, and ap- 
plied to a different purpoſe, and that by a Divine 
of ſuch eminence 1n the Church, whole authority 
will go a great way with many, and whoſe example, 
in ſuch an inſtance, may, by degrees, be attended 
with ſome ill effects, I muſt deſire to be excuſed, 
if, laying claim to my right of free judgment, 
and independence on authority, I apply myſelf 
without ceremony to conſider what this great man 
. hath 
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hath advanced to the prejudice of that ſacred text, 


and at the ſame time, 1 think, .not much * to his 


own credit. 3 — A 


The paſſage which I have in my view, is in by 
ſermon delivered by his Lordſhip at the yearly. 
meeting of the charity- ſchools in about London 
and Weſtminſter, in the year 1747. The ſermon. 
Vas ſoon after printed, and diſperſed, as uſual, by 
a very reputable and charitable Society, through- 


out the kingdom. The exceptionable words in it 


(and molt highly exceptionable indeed they appear 


to be) are theſe; | 
« THE SON OF GOD. HIMSELF 
was forced negatively, to deſcribe the glory. of 


the bleſſed, by ſaying, that eye hath not ſeen, nor 


c 


cc 
4+ 
cc 


e man to conceive, that diſtinguiſhed glory.” 
How ſhall I be able to reflect on them in a man- 

ner ſo tender as I could wiſh ? Bur extreme deli- 

cacy and ſtrained complaiſance are not my turn, 

nor agrecable to my principle. 

1 will here propoſe two queries. 


1. Did my right reverend and learned author 


rightly conſider the ſcope of this quotation? This 
ſurely ought to have been done, in order to do ju- 
ſtice to the ſenſe of the ſacred writer, and thereby, 
let me add, to his own ſenſe too. 
Read the words as they lie before you in the 
New Teſtament ; ; conſider the deſign and the con- 
neftion. 

Eye hath not ſzen, nor car heard, neither have en- 
tered into the heert of man, the things which God hath 
Frepered for them that love him. The words are in 
1 Cor. ii. 9. though his Lordſhip (quoting them, 
I ſuppole, only by memory) doth not refer us, as 
his ſucceſſor did fince in his late ſermon, to the 
place from whence he cites them. | 


They 


c ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of | 
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They are a quotation of the Apoſtle from Toioh 
Ikiv. 4. which he applies or accommodates to the 
revelation of the Goſpel ; a diſcovery not made to 
former ages, nor pollible to have been found out 
by man, in the utmoſt exerciſe of all his rational 
powers. This revelation (entirely a myſtery before 
it was made known, eſpecially in the great point 
of the converſion of the Gentiles, which is always 
and properly ſtyled a myſtery with regard to all 
preceding ages) was laid open only in the laſt and 
greateſt diſpentation, and was founded folely in the 
divine will, and the gracious and unmerited favour 
of God to his rational creatures. 

This, F apprehend, with all our beſt expoſitors 
(a), is the whole and only ſcope of the Apoſtle in 


this paſſage. Nor doth he feem to have any par- 


ticular view herein, to the glories of the heavenly 
ſtate, much leſs to make it his only view; the cur- 


rent of his diſcourſe and argument, running vilibly 
upon the goſpel- revelation in general, and the ama- 
Zing and moſt glorious diſcoveries therein made to 


the children of men. 

My good Lord, when he was drawing up his 
ſermon, ought certainly to have adverted to the 
context of his citation. In one of the preceding 
verſes, he finds the Goſpel- diſpenſation termed a 
myſtery, the Hidden wiſdom of God; and in that which 
immediately follows his quotation, it is obſervable, 
that this fame myſtery is aſſerted to be now revealed, 
namely thoſe things which in former ages eye had 
#0; feen, 8c. are now ſo fully ſeen, and in ſo clear 
a manner diſplayed to view, that every eye can fee 
them, and every honeſt heart underſtand them. 


Which aſſertion can by no means be applied to the 


\ 


(a) See Locke, Whitby, and others; and a judicious treatiſe 
written by Dr. Buthroge, intituled, Chriſtianity a revealed My- 


glories 


1 
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glories of the bleſſed in a future ſtate; another 
Apoſtle having expreſsly aſſured us, that thoſe glo- 
ries are not as yet revealed, and the particulars of 
them not known, (though the great deſign of the 
Goſpel plainly is) all that we know or can know 


of them at preſent, being only this, That we ſhall - 


ſee our bleſſed Lord as he is, and ſhall be like him. 
And I am humbly of opinion, that if his Lordſhip 
had cited this text of St. Jobn, rather than that of 
St. Paul which he hath cited, it would have been 
more to his purpoſe, and leis to his diſcredit. 

I ſuppoſe I need not ſay more upon this ar- 
gument, and therefore ſtep on now to another 
query. 

2. How comes this venerable Prelite ſo 55 to 
forget himſelf, as to aſſert in ſuch ſtrong terms, 
That the Son or Gop himſelf was even forced 
e negatively to deſcribe the diſtinguiſhed glory of 
« the bleſſed ?” 

I am really very ſenſibly touched with. the 


thoughts of this aſſertion, made by ſo eminent an 


inſtructor of the public, and ſo openly in the face 
of ſo very large and reſpectable an audience, and 
alſo deliberately buen to the world by his 
Lordſhip. 
This, I own, is ; the firſt time 1 ever found it 4 
ſerted, either in print or converſation, that St. Paul 
(a fon of man) though a moſt eminent Apoſtle, 
was the Son of GoD HIMSELF. And it was pro- 
bably to the reſt of the Chriſtian world, as well as 
myſelf, until this time, a Myſtery. 

Whatever was the occaſion of this haſty over- 
ſight, or want of proper preciſion and caution in 


delivering the word of God, it cannot be doubted 


but every good-natured man will readily forgive 
his n this wrong ſtep, Wwhenioranr he ſhall 
be 
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be pleaſed to make a free and open acknowledg- 


ment of his miſtake, as open as the publication of 


his ſermon was; a thing never yet done, thar I 
know of, by his Lordſhip, though ſo many years 
have paſſed, ſince he preached and publiſhed it; 


but which nevertheleſs, moſt people think, he is 


in - honour concerned to do, whenever he conde- 
ſcends to re-examine his diſcourſe, and finds that 
his declaration is not maintainable, or whenever he 
is admoniſhed of it, whether publicly or privately, 
and 1s convinced (as he cannot but be) that the 
thing was wrong. — Without ſuch an acknowledg- 


ment, and alfo correction of the error, this ſermon; 


it may be preſumed, will deſcend but with an ill 
grace to future times, and cauſe perhaps ſome ſpe- 
culations, which it would be more eaſy, as well 
as more prudent, to prevent now, by an ingenuous 
retractation, than to ſuppreſs hereafter by wayward 
contention. | | 

Several other obſervations I could make, bur 
chooſe in decency and prudence to forbear, hoping 
that I have aſſerted nothing but what is ſtrictly 
true, and well knowing that I intended no other: 
Great names and authority have no weight with 
me, nor do at all bias me in my inquiries after 
truth; and, reverencing the truths of the Goſpel 
above all others, I exerciſe the moderate ſhare of 


_ underſtanding, which it hath pleaſed God to give 


me, in examining all poſitions of theology by that 
teſt,—[ ſhall only ſubjoin two or three remarks. 

1. If theſe two ſermons are ſent into our planta- 
tions abroad, without correction, will not ſome 
people ſtare? And will men of ſenſe and integrity; 
natives or foreigners, among the Indiaus, think very 
honourably of our great preachers here, or enter- 


tain a favourable opinion of our miſſions there? 
| Will 
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Will they not ſuſpect our intentions, deride our 
miſſions, and conclude all to be farce for the ſake 
of lucre? And when they find a man of God per- 
verting the truth of God in our ſolemn aſſemblies, 
and afterwards publiſhing his declarations: to the 
world with the ſanction of his great name, autho- 
rity, and ſtation, can you think they will not won- 
der; ſome ſtand in doubt, ſome cavil, others diſ- 


believe, and object to the admiſſion of the ain | 


itſelf? 


Theſe and the like things may deſerve to be con- 
ſidered with all ſeriouſneſs. 


2. It may ſeem to be ſomewhat en 


that theſe two worthy Prelates did not think fit to 
reviſe their ſermons, and examine well their argu- 
ments, before they ventured to make them public. 
Being now expoſed to public view, found to be in 
ſome inſtances wrong, in others very defective, and 


ſhort of the true deſign of the Chriſtian Goſpel, nor 


the beſt calculated to promote that deſign, it is out 
of the power of their Lordſhips to rectify them 


any otherwiſe than by a free and generous acknow- 


ledgment, and alſo amendment of what may be 
unjuſtifiable | in either, 

3. Ir ſeems to be no leſs unaccountable, that the 
two honourable and worthy ſocieties, before whom 
thoſe ſermons were reſpectively delivered, ſhould, 
as it were in courſe, requeſt thoſe two reverend 
Prelates to commit thoſe ſermons to the preſs ; and 
alſo that when the manuſcript copies of the ſermons 
were communicated by their Lordſhips to thoſe 
ſocieties, in order to be printed by them, none of 


their learned members or delegates, nor any other 


perſons concerned, nor even the ſuperviſors of the 
preſs (of licenfers we have now no need) ſhould 
have deſcried thoſe errors, which are fo viſible 
and 
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and glaring, and, deſcrying them, have taken the 
liberty, in the moſt dutiful, reſpectful, and pri- 


vate manner, to have advertiſed their Lordſhips 


of them. 


I have from my hs the moſt affectionate e- 
ſteem for thoſe two ſocieties, being well aſſured of 
their honourable intentions, and ſincere endeavours 
to communicate the Goſpel to all their fellow- 


creatures. I hope they will pay ſome regard to 


theſe humble animadverſions: which I cloſe with 
my earneſt prayers to God, for their good ſucceſs 
in every thing that tends to the advancement of his 
Kingdom, in its genuine truth 22 holineſs, among 
the ſons of men. 
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Written in the Year Wo | 


AVING kept the foregoing papers a geckt 
while by me, without any intention of pub- f 
liſhing them, after a certain event happened, which 
diverted my thoughts from the farther proſecution f 
of my deſign; 1 have, upon ſome notices lately ; 
given me of a freſh diſpute, now revived and car- > 

rying on upon the principal ſubject, looked over 
thoſe papers again; and finding nothing in them | 
that appears to me upon this review to be any way ? 
prejudicial to the public intereſt, or to the propa- 
ation of true Chriſtianity, but quite the contrary | 
in all reſpects, I am willing enough to conſent to 
their publication, if the worthy perſon to whom 1 
communicate them, and 8 whoſe judgment I ſub- | 
mit 
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mit them, ſhall think them likely to be of any 
little ſervice to the world, upon the preſent occa- 
ſion. Otherwiſe I am content that they ſhall lie 
dormant ſtill, as they have done for ſome years. 
But before they paſs out of my hands, I am de- 
ſirous to add ſome farther reflexions upon the ſub- 
ject, and thoſe particularly grounded upon certain 
notices of facts that may now at leaſt excite the 
concern, as they unqueſtionably deſerve the atten- 
tion, of the public. 

In a letter of the late Dean Pridiaur to Arch- 
biſhop Teniſon, and in ſome other printed papers, 
relating to our plantations abroad, we have the 
following account. 

The Gentiles in our Eaſt-India ſertlements 
e are an ingenious civilized people, who Know 
* letters, and are well ſkilled in many arts, and 
for the moſt part of good morals, which their 
religion (the moſt” refined piece of heatheniſm 
<« ever yet in the world) moſt ſtrongly obligeth 


c them to; and therefore they are thus far better 


th prepared to hearken to what reaſons may be of- 


< fered to them for Chriſtianity, and the more * | 


4 diſpoſed to embrace it. 

«© The Emliſb Gentiles are much more exact in 
* their morals, than either the Portugueſe or Eng- 
** :/ Chriſtians that live among them; and on 
< that account have a very bad opinion of Chriſti- 
“ anity. 


„All the Dutch factories and ſhips in the Eaſt- 


India trade are provided with able miniſters, 
„ who are well encouraged; whereas the Eugliſb 
FEaſt- India Company are ſo negligent herein, 
< that they allow their people (who 'by the way 


conſiſt of ſeveral hundreds, and are all Engliſh) 


* no Miniſter : the conſequence of which is, that 
the people are degenerated to that degree of bar- 
5 barity, 


4 
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e barity, that they are reckoned the vileſt and 
</ moſt wicked of any that our ſhipping meets with | 


© in their whole voyage to the Indies.” 


Nov, reflecting upon theſe particulars, I cannot ; 
but ſeriouſly lament the caſe of our poor heathens, 


and others in thoſe remote parts, with reſpect to 
the ſmall progreſs that the Chriſtian religion is 


making among them, or is like to make (as far as 
we can ſee) till things are ordered better... 
The Gentiles in our Eaſt-India ſercleinients (we 


are told) are, for, the moſt part, of good morals ; 


to which their [ Pagan |] religion moſt ſtrongly obli- 


geth them.“ 

s The Engliſh Gentiles, alſo. in the ſame ſettle⸗ 
ments are, it is likewiſe ſaid, much more exact in 
their morals than either the Portugueſe or Engliſb 


Chriſtians WhO live among them; and on that ac- 


count have a very bad opinion of Chriſtianity.” 


What can we ſay to this? Is this bad opinion of 


Chriſtianity. owing to ſomething] bad in Chriſtianity 


itſelf ? It is not faid, nor would have been true, if 


it had been ſaid. The blame is directly laid to 


the Profeſſors of it, and to thoſe morals of theirs 


which are: diſagreeable to it, and contrary to its 


rules. Here then let me aſk, With what face can 
we propoſe our doctrine (though ever ſo excellent 
in itſelf) to the Gentiles, when we fo flagrantly 
contradict that doctrine by our morals? And why 


endeavour to convince them that our religion is 


pure, when our lives are vicious (2)? Their own 


(a) © For this will be fil an objection i in the minds of thoſe, 


« who are ſtrangers and enemies to our religion; vn. If the 


« Goſpel were ſo excellent an inſtitution, as it is reported to be, 


* ſurely we ſhould' ſee better effects of it, in the lives of thoſe 


* who profeſs it. When we would perſuade 2 heathen to our 


religion, and tell him how holy a God we ſerve, what excel- 
« lent patterns we imitate, what ſpiritual and divine precepts of 


C 2 | morals, 
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moral, we ſee; are ſaid to be good, and even bet- 
ter than ours. Would we have them relinquiſn 
their better morals for our worſe? Is this the deſign 
of the Chriſtian religion? Has it n6 greater or 
better end in view than this, in the converſion of 
heathens? And is it worth our while to lay out 
any pains or expences, to to make them Chriſtians 
only in name, and not in heart and practice? — 
This only ſuggeſts to us, that (how much fever 
we may flatter ourſelves to the contrary) we are 
not yet gotten into the right way of recommending 
the Chriſtian religion to the world, of {atoms 
with the heathens to embrace it, and maKing them 
the better for it. Of Which Paige more Were 
after. — To proceed. 

« All the Dutch factories and ſhips, in 10 Eaſt- 
India trade are provided with able miniſters, | 
„ who are well encouraged.” And is it not a 
ſhame to us, if we ſend over unable miniſters? Do 
ſuch (call them miniſters, or what you will) deſerve 
encouragement? Will the people pay them freely? 
Will they not ſee that they 1 a ſett of men im- 
poſed upon them for hire, and that theſe creatures 


ſeek only for filthy lucre? How elſe ſhall we ac 


count for the conduct of many of them, when we 
ſo well know that ſome lie indolent there, and do 
little or nothing that f 18 truly ene for their 


4 holinef and virtue our religion does contain, my he not re- 
** ply, Would you have me to believe you, when I ſee you do 
** not believe yourſelves? If you believed your religion, you' 
„would live according to it. — The enemies of our religion, 
** uſed to ſay in Salvian's time, Si Chriftus ſana docuiſſet, Chri- 
« ffiani ſęancte ixiſſent. If Chriſt had taught ſo holy a doctrine, 
* Chrittians would have lived holier lives. —Ceſſus and Porphyry,. 
Hierocles and Julian, among all their witty invectives againſt 
the Chriſtian religion, have nothing againſt it, that reflects 
upon it ſo much, as the wicked lives of ſo many [who profeſs. 


** themſelves] ChriRians.  Tilhtfon's Sermons, vol. I. ſerm. vu. 


pay ? 


A 

pay? Others, having taken poſſeſſion of their liv- 
ings, ſettled curates therein: and letten out the 
profits (ſome, by the way, ſaid to amount to ſeve- 
ral hundreds a year) return again into England, 
and live here in eaſe and opulence, perfor ming no 
eccleſiaſtical duty, and yet receiving yearly their 
revenues from abroad, as if they were conſtant la- 
bourers upon the ſpot, and always carrying on the 
great cauſe of religion among the people of their 
charge. | 

You have ſeen the conduct of the Dub; now 
for the Engliſb. 

$7 he Engliſh Eaſt-India Oban are ſo negli- 
gent about the concern of providing able Miniſters, 
that they allow their people no miniſter at all.” 
And what is the conſequence ? Juſt what we would 
naturally expect in ſuch a caſe, viz. The people 
are degenerated to that degree of barbarity, that 
they are reckoned the vileſt and moſt wicked of any 
that our ſhipping meets with in their whole voyage 
to the Indies.” 


Degenerated to barbarity — the vileſt and the moſt. 


wicked. — This account, which was indubitable fact 
at that time (and the cafe, for aught I know, may 
not be much better now), is really ſhocking, and 
very grievous to reflect upon, and ſhews in the 
ſtrongeſt colours the pernicious effects of having 
no miniſters, or, which may be nearly as bad, none 
that are truly deſerving of that name and character; 
—and moſt of all thoſe who are a ſcandal to the 
 profetfion. 

Here another melancholy reflexion occurs, part - 
1 ſuggeſted by the former, though perhaps chiefly 
chargeable upon what is done in the Meſt Indies. 
Our Englim planters, too intent upon gain (which 
however will do them no good in the end), have 
been often charged with inhumanity towards the 
| 8 poor 
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r Indians, under their arbitrary government, 
8 them like brutes, and detaining them ſtill in 
ſlavery, for the greater augmentation of that gain. 
— Gentlemen, natives of Britain, a land of liberty, 
or (however) ſubjects of the Engliſh Government, 
which is ever propitious to liberty, and averſe to 
oppreſſion and tyranny, — how can you be ſo. hard- 
hearted, ſo uncompaſſionate, ſo unjuſt to theſe 
unhappy wretches ! - Do you conſider, do you ever 
reaſon with yourſelves upon the ſubject ? Can you 
not reflect that the ſame God who made you, made 
them; and made them for liberty, as well as your- 
ſelves, and no leſs than yourſelves; and alſo might 
have made them your Maſters, and you their Slaves ? 
The caſe being otherwiſe; you having them under 
your power, and they being unable to reſiſt you; 
why will you extend that power beyond its proper 
limits, beyond reaſon, beyond humanity ?— Away 
with this fpirit of deſpotic pride and arbitrary go- 
vernment, and let it be heard of no more in Chri- 
ſtian countries, in any countries where the voice of 
reaſon may be heard, where the affections of hu- 
manity may be felt. Lay your hands upon your 
hearts, examine your conſciences, ſhew yourſelves 
men, Do as you would be done by. Ule your 
fellow-creatures as you ought to do. Treat them 
as being joint-partakers of human nature with 
yourſelves, Give them their native liberty. How 
came they to loſe it? Was it for their miſdemes- 
nours? 


« Were they een ſold "Ee crimes, ye poliſh'a, 
« fay! 
Ye, to whom learning opes her ampleſt page! 
* Ye, whom the knowledge of a living God 
« Should lead to virtue! Are Ye free from crimes ? 
+ Ah! pity, then, theſe uninſtructed ſwains; 
And 


cc 
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And ſtill Jet pity ſoften the decrees 
* Of rigid juſtice, with her lenient hand. 

Fe Planters, let humanity prevail? 
Curb your tyrannic ſway; knock off the chains 
f heart · debaſing ſlavery: Give to MAN 
<« Of ev'ry colour, and of ev ry clime, 

« Freedom, which ſtamps him image of his Gama 1 

Then laws (oppreſſion? s ſcourge, fair virtue's 
pro cy 

Ofprings of Wiſdom), ſhould coat reign, 

<« To knit the whole in well-accorded ſtrife. 

<«. Servants, not ſlaves; of choice, and not compell'd, 

e Blacks ſhould cultivate your fertile ſail. 57 


c 


* 


* * 


II. Towanis rectifying the diſorders above- men- 
tioned, and facilitating the progreſs of the Goſpel, 
more eſpecially | in our "Eaſtern acquiſitions, Dr. Pri- 
deaux makes the following propoſals to the ruling 
powers, viz. 
That a ſeminary ſhould be erected in our 
Eaft-India colonies, for educating proper perſons 
upon the ſpot, to ſupply our Eaſt- India miſſion, 
* and the churches ſet on foot in thoſe parts, with 
„able and worthy miniſters, under the govern- 
«© ment of a Biſhop, to be ſettled at Madras, or 
“ ſome other place of the Engliſh ſettlements : And 
that as ſoon as the Churches, Seminary, and Bi- 
ſhop are ſettled, Miniſters be bred up and or- 
dained there upon the ſpot, in order to prevent 
« long vacancies, which will be the conſequences 
of ſending for them to England; where alſo 
* (the Dean goes on to obſerve) few will be found 

willing to engage in it, but ſuch as are of deſpe- 
< rate fortunes, or whoſe worth is not ſuch, as to 
put them in hopes of getting any preferment at 
home; who, for the moſt part, do more hurt 
chan good in the places whither they are ſent; as 
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eis ſufficiently e Lat as well in the Weſt- 


Indies as in the Eaſt.” 

Now, although theſe propoſals 1 were made ſo 
long ago as the year 1694, or ſoon after, we do 
not find that any great regard has been paid to 
them, or that any earneſt endeavours have been 
uſed to render them effectual in their chief deſign, 
from that time to this: nor have the ſeveral remon- 
ſtrances that have been made ſince upon the ſubject, 
by ſeveral hands, ever been ſolidly anſwered, or the 


2 complained of removed. 


That wiſe and thoughtful man, the Dean of 


Norwith, well knew the importance of every article 
he propoſed, and the abſolute need there was, as 
things then ſtood, and J ſuppoſe do ſtill, of the ſe- 
veral proviſions which he requeſted might be 
made. — A Seminery for the education of youth 
upon the ſpot, to prepare them more immediately 
for the miniſtry. —Av/e and worthy Miniſters to ſup- 
ply the churches. — And a Biſhop to ſuperintend 
over thoſe Miniſters and Churches, and to regulate 
every thing in the beſt manner, for the honour and 
advancement of the Chriſtian religion among the 
Indians. | 
What hindered theſe laudable propoſals from 


taking effect? It would be well if we could truly 


fay, that worldly views and intereſts were not the 


chief obſtacles then, and have been ſo ever ſince. 


The other things that the worthy Dean takes 


notice of, and ſeriouſly laments, as every good 
1 ſhould do, are theſe. | 


. The very bad conſequences of /ong vacancies 
1 0 our ſeveral cures abroad, when, for want of im- 


mediate ſucceſſion and ſupply, the poor people are 
left in a dangerous ſtate, having no inſtruction, 


and being every day liable to be perverted, either 
to Popery or Enthuſiaſm, or even to fall back in- 
tO 


. 
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to a total irreligion and diffolutenefs of lives and 
manners; things to be dreaded, and alſo tignely- 
provided againſt, by all wiſe ſtates and governments. 
— And is there no remedy? Not, it ſeems, upon 
the preſent footing, or as the affair of miſſions is 


82 . . 
hitherto ordered. Application muſt be made to 


England. From hence alone muſt thoſe vacant cures 


(ordinarily, if not always) be provided for. And 
what a long ſpace of time will this intermediate 
negotiation take vp? Perhaps, in the mean time, 
many thouſands of fouls are loſt. I aſk again, Is 
there no remedy? and take leave to add, where is 
our compaſſion? If a remedy there be, let us apply 
it, If compaſſion in our hearts, let us ſhew it. 
*T'is no time to neglect or delay. Lhe occaſion is 
important, the demand urgent. - Will a point of 
mere ceremony, a little worldly intereſt, a fondneſs 
for pre-eminence, and an unwillingneſs to part 
with any ſpecies or grain of authority, countervail 
the loſs of our religion, and its neceſſary  conſe- 
quence, the loſs of ſouls ?—All wiſe men will con- 
ſider and judge. 71 | 

2. The difficulty of getting proper ſupplies from 
England, although ſuch ſupplies could be ſent over 
in due time. Few will be found willing to en- 
“gage in ſuch an undertaking, but ſuch as are of 
© deſperate fortunes, or whole worth is not ſuch, as 
to put them in hopes of getting preferment at 
* home.” — This ſeems to be the caſe ſtill: and is 
it not a lamentable one? Is it not a reproach to 
our country, and even to our Chriſtianity ?— Men 
of deſperate fortunes ;, men whoſe morals, worth, and 
character is ſmall or none, and their ſenſe of reli- 
gion, perhaps, as little; and, laſtly, men who have 
no other hopes of getting preferment, but what 
they can get abroad, where their conduct and cha- 
racter are not known, till they unhappily and moſt 
fatally 
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fatally diſplay them to their ſhame, to the ſhame 
of their country, to the diſgrace of their miniſtry, 
and to the creating an averſion to them and it. 
From whence the next obſervation inevitably fol- 
lows, VIZ. 

2: That fuch men do more burt than good in the 
places to which they are ſent from England. If 
they do more hurt than good, as the Dean aſſures 
us is fufficiently experienced in both the Indies (and 
this very intelligent perſon well knew the truth of 
what he aſſerted) why are ſuch men ſent over at 
all? Would it not be far better to detain them at 
home? Are theſe fit inſtructors for the Gentiles in 
our Eaft- India ſettlements ? who are confeſſed to be 
an ingenious civilized people, and, for the moſt part, 
of good morals; to the practice of which their very 
Pagan religion (but the moſt refined ſyſtem of this 
kind, we are told, that ever exiſted) molt ſtrongly 
obligeth them. Being ſo ingenious, ſo civilized, 
and ſo moral in their lives, will they not deſpiſe, 
reject, and ridicule, a ſett of alien inſtructors, who 
are neither ingenious, civilized, nor moral in their 
behaviour ? And pray let me be permitted to aſk, 
whether theſe poor but very commendable people 
are really brought nearer to the kingdom of God, by 
the means of ſuch inſtructors? Better leave them, 
I ſhould think, to the wiſdom and goodneſs of God, 
whoſe tender mercies are over all his works, than in- 
trade upon them ſuch preachers, and commit the 
care of their fouls to thoſe who have no care of 
their own. But, if authority think otherwiſe, I 
have no more to lay ; having this ſatisfaction how- 
ever, that I have laid nothing but what, I hope, 
will be found to be agreeable to reaſon, and what, 
I am very ſure, 1 draw from an authority 1 in theſe 
things, as great and 8000 as any. 

J have 


44 


I have preſumed to aſk, whether it can be reaſows 
ably ſuppoſed, that the more virtuous Gentiles laſt 
mentioned are really brought over by the means 
we now uſe (unleſs we ule more effectual means 
than thoſe which were applied formerly) to a better 
ſtate, with regard to the preſent world at leaſt, than 
they are in already; or, which is more ſtill, are in- 
deed by thoſe means brought zearer, in the evan- 
gelical ſenſe of that expreſſion, to the kingdom of 
God? ſo as to enable us to affirm, with juſt aſſur- 
ance, that we ſincerely believe the great end of the 
Goſpel is in ſome good meaſure attained "HOG 
them, by our preaching to them? 

Inſtead of taking upon ine to determine any 
thing myſelf in ſo nice a point, 1 rather chooſe. to 
propoſe to your conſideration the following words 
of the wile and judicious Archbiſhop T//o:/on, which 
appear to me to demand ſerious attention. 

« Many are apt to pity the poor heathens, who 
never heard of the name of Chriſt, and ſadly to 
« condole their caſe. But, as our Saviour ſaid on 
* another occaſion, Weep not for them, weep for your- 
& ſelves. 
* Socrates, and Cato, and Ariſtides, and doubt what 
© ſhall become of them at the day of judgment? 
* and canſt Thou, who art an 1mpious and pro- 
„ phane Chriſtian, think that thou ſhalt eſcape the 
% damnation of hell? Doſt thou believe that the 
„ moral heathen ſhall be caſt out? and canſt Thou, 
Who haſt led a wicked life under the profeſſion 

* of Chriſtianity, have the impudence to hope, 


„that Thou ſhalt fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, 


and Jacob in the kingdom of God? No: — 
Better had it been thou hadſt never known one 
* ſyllable of the Goſpel, never heard of the name 
of Chriſt, than that, having taken it upon thee, 
thou ſhouldſt not depart from iniquity. Happy 
1 had 


Doſt thou lament the condition of 
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* had it been for thee, that thou hadſt been born 
* Jeb, or a Turk, or a poor Indian, rather than 
e that being bred among Chriſtians, and profeſſing 
Atbyſelf of that number, thou ſhouldſt lead a vi- 
* cious and unholy life ().“ 

As J am from my foul deſirous of che propaga· 
tion of the Goſpel amongſt the heathens, I wiſh, 
I earnetly wiſh, that this holy and divine religion 
may be propagated amongſt them in its original 
fimplicity and purity, as it is laid down for us in 
the New Teſtament. As there ſet forth, every 
diſcerning eye can fee it, and every honeſt heart 
(not prepoſſeſſed with other principles) will embrace 
it, and be thankful for it. 1 mean, and would be 
underſtood to mean only, and to recommend to the 
world, Catholic Chriſtianity, plain and ſimple, intel- 
ligible and rational, truly Knud devoid of all 
ſcholaſtical niceties, ſyſtematical formalities, and 


all party- notions, pretences, and prejudices. 


If this be our deſign in endeavouring to propa- 
gate the Chriſtian religion among the Indians, we 


mall ſucceed; otherwiſe, let me Tpeak freely, We 


never ſhall. 

There are many nde books and pamphlets 
diſperſed of late years with the utmoſt affiduity, 
zeal, and expence, and that by our own people, 
amongſt the Indians, to oppoſe and diſparage the 
Chriſtian religion, and hinder the progreſs of it 
amongſt em, Nor are the Romiſh emiſlaries leſs 
zealous and aſſiduous to ſow their own tares, when- 
ever they have opportunity, and can by their cunning 
artifices contrive it, to gain the ſame ends. And the 
endeavours of theſe latter operate as effectually and 
as fatally to that purpoſe, as thoſe of the former. 

Now here both theſe parties ſuggeſt to us a leſſon 


of great importance. Should not we alſo, in our 


Sermon above cited. 
Ee turn, 


an nnn 
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turn, be equally zealous, and equally laborious, to 
teach the way of truth to the poor heathens, when 
we ſee the way of error is ſo induſtriouſly — 
them by thoſe who are enemies to truth? 
But then here is a great obſtacle, which will 
always ſtand in our way. We do not ſeem to pro- 
Poſe teaching them Chriſtianity at large, as we our- 

| {elves are taught it in the Goſpel, but the tenets 
ö of our particular churches, and divided intereſts. 
Which is, perhaps, a fault imputable, more or leſs, 
to Proteſtants of all communions, in their endea- 
vours, however well deſigned, to propagate the 
religion of Chriſt, amongſt the Gentile nations. 
But this courſe, as I intimated before, will never 
do. When we preach to heathens, we ſhould preach 
to them nothing but what we find dictated to us in 
the revelation of God. We cannot alter, we can- 
not mend, his religion. Any addition we make to 
it, whats in matter of form or doctrine, will do 
it hurt, and obſtruct its progreſs. The Goſpel ſets 
forth to us a moſt amiable religion, and mott uſe- 

; ful in the world ; every way agreeable to reafon, 
and the divine attributes, and molt exactly ſuited, 
in every branch of it, to the neceſſities of A 
Teach this religion to the Gentiles, teach them 
this religion in its genuine purity, impreſs it with 
earneſtneſs upon the minds of men, and let the 
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light of your good example, at the ſame time, ſhine ; 
before them ; you then do your work effectually, . 
and God will proſper you. If you teach the tenets f 
of men, inſtead of the doctrines and command- g 


ments of God, you deſtroy his work, and will have 
it to anſwer for hereafter, at his great tribunal. p 
I can only ſpeak my mind; and I have ſpoken. it 
with ſincerity, and with the moſt cordial affection | 
to the Chriſtian cauſe. And what can I ſay more | 
1 ſhall only propoſe a few queries, though. upon 0 
points 7 I 
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points which may prove offenſive to many, and 
wherein I cannot well expect a favourable hearing. 
However, whether men will hear, or whether they 
will forbear, I will utter my ſentiments with free- 
dom, begging to be excuſed, if I utter any thing 
not conſonant to reaſon, or not agreeable to the 
deſign of the Goſpel of Chriſt. — I addreſs myſelf 
to Proteſtants in general, and more particularly to 
the governors and other members of the church of 
— — 5 
1. Since your devan; you ſay, is, and I "WW 
it bd be, to propagate the Goſpel among heathen 
nations, can you really think it to be the beſt me- 
thod to this purpoſe, and the molt likely to do any 


real good, to propoſe any ſett of particular tenets 


and opinions to your miniſters,” oblige them to ſub- 
ſcribe what you propoſe, and enjoin them to teach 
your peculiarities to the world? Are you ſure that 
all your aſſertions are right? not only agreeable to 
the letter and ſound, but to the genuine e ſenſe and 
{pirit, of the Goſpel, and promotive of its great 
deſign, the ſalvation of the world? If otherwiſe, 
look you to it. To all reaſonable, conſiderate, and 
candid men, as far as ever I could yet learn, it appears 
to be an ill judged: practice to tie men down to any 
human propoſitions, to oblige them to declare their 

aſſent to any dictates of authority, in matters of 
mere opinion. We have but one Dictator and 
Maſter in divine things, even Chriſt. We are all 
brethren, united under him. Learn of him, of him 
only, and of the holy Apoſtles whom he hath ſent. 
As to all peculiarities of your own, all notions and 
opinions which you or your forefathers have pre- 
ſumed to tack to his Goſpel, better drop them at 
once, and have no more to do with them, eſpecially 
when you propoſe to convert the heathen world to 
the faith and obedience which he hath left in charge 


with 
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with his church, and which. he hath appointed as 
the only teſt of true Chriſtianity. If you teach 
thoſe converts any other Chriſtianity than that, you 
injure them, and diſparage your religion. They 
have a right to the truth at your hands, to the ge- 
nuine truth of Jeſus Chriſt, as he left it in his Go- 


ſpel, and as the Apoſtles left it in their writings. 


They have a right to pure unmixed Chriſtianity 
from you, if you teach them any Chriſtianity at 
all. And therefore all additions to his original re- 
velation, all mixtures of the word of men with the 
word of God, all impoſitions upon men's under- 
ſtandings and conſciences, all encroachments upon 
the right of private judgment, and all reſtraint of 
modeſt and free enquiry, ought by all means to 
be laid aſide by thoſe, who would teach a new reli- 
gion to the Gentiles, and make it evident to thoſe 
Gentiles, that it is the old, the genuine religion of 
the New Teſtament; a religion every way agree- 
able to unprejudiced reaſon, and, on all acounts, 
deſerving their attention and cordial reception, with 


a conformable practice. Otherwiſe their reaſon will 


recoil, being ſtunned with difficulties, and perplexed 
with niceties; and our unbelievers of the Chriſtian 
name among them will be ſure to ſeize the handle 
given them, and will neglect no means to diſparage 
and defeat the whole deſign of our European mil- 
ſions, calculated to plant Chriſtianity among the 
unconverted nations. 
I have no objection to the drawing out the great 
lines of the Goſpel-diſpenſation, in proper order, 
for the uſe and direction of our Goſpel- miſſionaries, 
E to the Gentiles, provided the delineation 
e exhibited in the very words of that Goſpel, and 
contain all the grand points which our Lord taught, 
and his Apoſtles promulgated to the beathen world, 
when they were ſent out by him to convert them 
do 
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to his religion, and to make them heirs of the com- 
mon falvation through him. They generally be- 
gan with the exiflence of God; and his attributes; 
they reaſoned clearly and ſtrongly on theſe heads, 
and then gradually and wiſely deſcended, by evi- 
dent connexions, to the doctrine of ſalvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt. — There cannot be a more effectual 
method than this in preaching to the Gentiles ; 
and Goſpel- miniſters ſhould be directed to no other 
method, nor have any other doctrines enjoined 
them to deliver, as from God, or his Chriſt, to 
thoſe Gentiles. 85 * 

2. In tranſlating our Bible for the inſtruction of 


the heathens in Chriſtianity, do we take the wiſeſt 


courſe, when we tranſlate the he indiſcriminate- 
iy, and put into their hands at once all the dark 
paſſages of the Old Teſtament, all the Levitical 
laws (which are of no manner of uſe to mankind, 
but rather of diſſervice, upon the whole, ro weak 
people, who cannot make a proper diſtinction), 
and all the obſcure prophecies therein, for many 
pages running, which are confeſſedly above the 
underſtanding of the vulgar, even in Chriſtian 
countries, and will probably be more fo in thoſe of 
the Heathen; whole coccaſtons and circumſtances 
evidently require plain inſtruction, the plaineſt that 
we can give them, from the life and doctrine of 
our Saviour chiefly, and from the declarations of 
his own immediate Miſſionaries; which ours alſo 
ſhould teach, and of which they ſhould give the 
poor people a ſalutary example, and lively evidence, 
by the conformity of their own converſation and 
practice to what they teach them. 


Should we not therefore, in tranſlating the ſacred 


writings for the uſe and edification of our ignorant 
fellow-creatures, begin gently, and proceed gra- 


dually, by communicating to them, firſt, the 
as | plaineſt 
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plaineſt things only, and the moſt neceſſary for 
them to know and practiſe in order to their ſalva- 


tion? — The reſt might follow afterwards, in due 
courſe of time and improvement, if thoſe other 
things ſhould be then judged to be evidently. ne- 
ceſſary, and truly uſeful. — If I am miſtaken in 
my judgment herein, I readily aſk, and hope to - 


obtain pardon from my ſuperiors (c). 


(c) There is no occafion to aſk pardon for propoſing ſo evident, 
and indeed ſo univerſal, a rule of inſtruction, as that of The 
plaineſt things firſt. But, I muſt own, this worthy author's argu- 
ments have not convinced me of the expedience of a partial 
tranſlation of the Bible, at any period of inſtruction. In the latter 
part of the paragraph, it ſeems to be made a queſtion, whether 
thoſe other things would ever be evidently neceſſary, &c. If 
not, it follows of courſe that they newer ſhould be tranſlated; 
But would not this ſubject us to one reproach of Popery ? Does 
not that talk of olſcurity, of the weakneſs of the people, &c. as 
reaſons for with-holding the ſcriptures from them ? And as we 
are not ſatisfied with ſuch reaſons from them, ſhould we build any 
thing upon thoſe reafons ourſelves? It would be to little purpoſe 
to ſay, that they with-hold the auh, and we only part. They 
are our rivals in theſe miſſions ; and if you tranſlate the plaineſt 
books or paſſages faithfully, an artful Popiſh Prieſt might form 
difficulties upon it, which would puzzle a more inlightened mind 
than that of an Indian, and thereupon form his argument againſt 
permitting any part to be tranſlated, We are told, there are 
among the Indians, unbelievers of the Chriſtian name:“ ſup- 
poſe any real offence might ariſe to an Indian from a tranſlation 
of the Levitical law ; would an European infidel, who defired to 
diſguſt him with Chriſtianity, ſuffer him to be ignorant of hat, 
or any other dark or offenſive ſcripture, even though it ſhould 
not be tranſlated into the Indian tongue ? Would not he give 
him the meaning of it from an Engliſh Bible? And what would 
an Indian think of his Chriſtian inſtructors, ſhould he come to 
know by any means, that there were ſome parts of their religious 
Code with which they did not think him fit to be truſted? And 
what ſhould we ourſelves think in the like circumſtances? But 
there is another conſideration of equal, perhaps of greater weight 
fill, You could not go far in inſtructing an Indian faithfully 
even in the plaineſt ſcriptures of the N. T. without his difcover- 
ing that there were in them perpetual references to a former diſ- 
penſation. What would you do to inſtruct him in the Connection, 
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2. With regard to forms of public W091 ſhip to be 
ufed in our American churches, I muſt be free to 
aſk, Is there any neceſſity in the nature of things, 
confidered either 1n a religious or moral view, — 
Is there even a political neceſſity — that thoſe forms 
ſhould be in all reſpects the ſame with the forms 
which we ufe in our churches in England? — For 
my part, 1 declare ſeriouſly, I can diſcern no juſt 
reafon for this, but much to the contrary ; and 
am of opinion, that here alſo, as in the foregoing 
caſe, it will be beſt to make a proper diſcrimination 
of materials. Thoſe might be ſelected to great 
advantage, partly out of the Bible, and partly out 
of our Common. prayer Bock; both which have in 
them the beſt ſtores of this kind. Bur to impoſe 
our Liturgy upon theſe nations, in its preſent fo rm 
(I mean, with all its imperfections, all its exception- 
able paſſages, all its accumulations, repetitions, 
want of order, and other improprieties, and with- 
out due correction and improvement) would ſeem 
to be too great a ſtretch of Authority, and alſo, on 
tome accounts, impolitic, and not likely to be at- 
tended with the beſt ſucceſs at the long-run, nor 


to preyent objections, and help to reconcile differ- 


if the paſſages in the O. T. referred to in the vth, vith, and viith 
chapters of St. Matthew, ſome of them out of the Levitical Law, 
were ſtill untranſlated ? Could you, without ſuch tranſlation, 
thew him properly the comparative purity of the one diſpenſation 
above the other? Let us then not be afraid of an indiſcriminate 
tranſſation for the uſe of the Indians. Tis uſing them fairly and 
honeſtly at leaſt. Let us act the honeſt part, and leave conſequences 
o God's good Providence. No preſumptive foreſight of inexpe- 
dicucę will juſtify our acting partially in the great affair of religion, 
Every Indian with the whole Bible before him, tranſlated into his 
own language, myſt, at the firſt, be in the caſe of the Z:hirpiaxu 
Eunuch, Ads vii. He mult have ſome man to guide him. Provide 
Lim a Philib, an able, judicious, and diſintereſted inſtructor and 
ave the ret to him who efveth the increaſe. EviTge': RE- 
MARK, 
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ences. One would have thought, that our long 
experience of the unhappy contentions that have 
fubſiſted among the ſubjects of theſe three king- 
doms, upon the account of our preſent Liturgy, 


might have ſuggeſted to us a caution againſt im- 
poſing that identical book, unreformed, upon our 


Fellow-chriſtians in other countries, which hath 


been the occaſion of ſo much difference and oppo- 


fition in our own. If after all the applications that 
have been made from time to time, for a reviſal of 
our Liturgy, nothing has. yet been done, nor is 
like, that we can ſee, to be done ſoon, to make that 
Liturgy leſs offenſive, and more generally accept- 
able and ufeful, may we not hope, nevertheleſs, 
with reſpect to our colonies abroad, that things of 
this kind, being managed by diſcreet hands, and 
in due time and 1 manner, may be done with more 
eaſe and ſucceſs there, than they can be here? where 
the chains and fetters, invented by our forefathers, 
faſtened upon us by their decrees, and made ſtill 
faſter and cloſer by ourſelves, who hug them, can- 
not perhaps be ſhaken off in haſte ; and it may 


now be doubted whether they ever can or will to 


the world's end. Such is the paſs to which we 
find ourſelves brought at laſt, by means of lon 
cuſtom, impoſition, and inveterate prejudice, 424 
becauſe our foundations were not made large enough 
at firſt. 

But now here is an opportunity offered us to go 
upon a larger and firmer footing, in the ſeveral do- 
minions which we have acquired abroad, if we will 
but apply our attention with ſeriouſneſs to this 
purpoſe, and open the doors of our Church wide 
enough to receive all good Chriſtians (deſirous to 
unite with us) into its communion, by ſoftening, 


retrenching, or totally dropping all our rigid in- 
1 junctions, 
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junctions, and whatever may give juſt offence to 
reaſonable and candid men; and by making our 
Liturgy, in all its parts, to be truly regular, com- 
pact, catholic, and chriſtian. 

Men of worth and diſcernment, who live upon 
the ſpot in thoſe countries, and obſerve well the 
turn and temper of the inhabitants, and their va- 
rious needs in religious matters, may ſeem to be 
the. moſt competent judges of what may be moſt 
for their benefit, in concerns of this kind; I mean, 
more eſpecially (in the preſent caſe) with regard to 
the ſettling a liturgy, or liturgies, or proper cor- 
rections of our own, among them (d). And ſuch 
perſons, being pious and learned, as well as judi- 
cious and prudent, and men of temper, may alſo 
be ſuppoſed to be beſt qualified to draw up ſuch 
forms for the uſe of Chriſtian Congregations in 
thoſe parts, who prefer precompoſed to unwritten 
addreſſes to God. And, by the way, why might 
not other Chriſtians, aſſembling for divine worſhip, 
have their ſolemn devotions written, though not 
printed? Thoſe who ſtill ſhould chooſe to adhere 
to their preſent method of prayer, without book 
or notes, might well be tolerated there, as they are 
in England and Ireland. And this would be found 
beſt in the end, for all communities of Proteſtants, 
all living in dutiful obedience to the civil govern- 
ment under which they are reſpectively placed, and 
maintaining brotherly love and peace, as well as 
free trade and commerce, with each other. 

In regard to the liturgical forms before men- 
tioned, "the compilers would need no other di- 
nition or injunction from our government, than to 


0 ) See the Charter of the College of New York in America, 
relating to a collection of Prayers out of our Liturgy, for the uſe 


of the 1aid College, 


ſelect 


each otke 


Er, 1 
whatever confuſion may be occaſioned by them to 
the ſtate, or however obſtructive 8 may prove 


of public peace. 


Mr. or my Lord A. B. (for he may be either by 


his ſtyle) is evidently of this complexion. He is 


outrageouſly angry at the Boſtonites for their cla- 
mours and exceſſes about the ſtamp duties, and 
does all he can to inſtigate the legiſlature to take 
vengeance upon them; which ſhews, by the way, 
what manner of ſpirit he is of, and with what meek- 
neſs and moderation he would deal out his eccleſia- 
ſtical cenſures, ſhould it fall to his ſhare to exerciſe 
the epiſcopal function among them. 


The acts of violence indeed, committed on this 


occaſion, are wholly 1 and there can 
be little doubt but that the obnoxious offenders 
will be properly ien by the coloniſts them- 


ſelves. 


In the mean time, the more ſober part of the 


coloniſts think they have material objections to the 


ſtamp- duties, as an incumbrance upon their com- 


merce and private property, which they are not 
well able to bear. —— If theſe objections are well 


grounded, we may be ſure a Britiſh ſenate will give 


them due conſideration. And whether they are 


well or ill-grounded, A. B. knows no more than 
another man. 

He aſks, But what, after all, has evan 
e to do with the ſtamp- duty?“ Not nothing, if 
<piicovacy and the ſtamp- duty are both in the liſt 
of what they call their grievances; .not to mention 
that epiſcopal inſtruments are not likely to leſſen the 
ſtamp- duty, either with reſpect to the number of 
ſtamps uled, or the value of them. 

But, if fam people, who ſhould know, are-not 
n 128 y have ſomething more to do with 
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| Mention has been made above of a plan tranſ- 
mitted to England from Boſton, no long time ago, 
for the propagation of the Goſpel among the bor- 
dering Indians; which plan was to be carried into 
execution by the coloniſts themſelves, and art their 
own expence. The misfortune was, that the un- 
dertakers were anti epiſcopalians; and the event was, 
| That a negative was returned to their application. 
The coloniſts knew well enough, that I- politici- 
ans could have no objection to a benevolent ſcheme 
of that kind; nor had they been uſed to have de- 
nials to reaſonable propoſals in times paſt. But, 
when it came to be known that the project of epiſ- 
copizing theſe colonies was then on the carpet, and 
warmly purfued, it was natural for them to con- 
clude, by whoſe means the ſcheme was diſappoint- 
ed; as the ſucceſs of it might probably have ſhewn, 
what little need there was of a prelacy to propagate 
the Gotpel in the colonies, and likewiſe might have 
eclipſed the luſtre which biſhops propoſe to derive 
upon their order, by appropriating that department 
to themſelves and their own miſſionaries. 

Hence is ſaid to have ariſen the u of their late 

diſcontents, which, being improved by a matter 
that more immediately affected their property, broke 
out in the manner related in our printed accounts 
from thence. Which may ſerve as a full and ſuffi- 
cient anſwer to A. B. 's queſtion, What has epiſco- 
pacy to do with the ſtamp- duty? 
An angry man ſhould never undertake the pa- 
tronage of a doubtful cauſe. His arguments, gene- 
rally ſpeaking g, end in honour and victory to his 
opponents. And ſuch, if I miſtake not, is the un- 
happy ſituation of the indignant A. B. 

The paragraph in the public papers, importing, 

& that the anceſtors of the North- American colo- 
«« niſts fled to the wilds of America to get rid af 
"ts FEpiſco- 
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* -Epiſcopacy,” A. B. would flatly contradict, if 
he durſt, He goes, however, as far towards it as 
he can, by imputing their migration to ſome odious 
views of their oon; which, however, he ventures 
only to advance in the way of a problem. He is 
more confident, and advances it as a notorious fact, 
that © an equal number of our colonies were peo- 
% pled by epiſcopalians, who were forced by Crom- 
1 <© e l to leave their native home, for expreſſing 
| * too great a veneration for epiſcopacy, and to 
% avoid the tyranny of their Independent Lords, 
* who would not ſuffer the free exerciſe of their 
religion.“ 

A. B's cauſe would have ſuffered nothing by his 
bringing ſome credible teſtimony in ſupport t of this 
notorious fact. I have ſeen many hiſtories of thoſe 
times, but never had the luck to meet with this 
anecdote in any of them; and, if it is really extant, 
I ſhould be oreatly indiſpoſed to believe it, both 
as it runs counter to Cremwell's known politics with 
reſpect to toleration, as likewiſe to the accounts we 
have of his great care and vigilance over the colo- 
nies, where theſe epiſcopalian refugees would not 
have been more ſecure than they were in England, 
if it had been Cromwell's inclination to moleſt them. 

But let us allow that this is a piece of true hi- 

ſtory, what will A. B. get by it? He dare not 
affirm, with all his aſſurance, that theſe epiſcopalians 
were the fir/# ſettlers in any of thoſe colonies to 
which he pretends they fled. What then is the 
conſequence ? Is it not that they found a comfort- 
able and generous Ahlum among thoſe who were of 
à diffe rent perſuaſion 9 This appears from this gen- 
teman's own account of the flouriſhing condition 
ef the ep:/copalian coloniſts at this day, which could 
TE never have been the caſe, if their anceſtors had been 
1 or incommoded by the original presbyte- 
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rian or congregational coloniſts 3 or rather if they 


had not been countenanced and aſſiſted by them in 


their civil and commercial intereſts, as well as al- 


lowed to worſhip God after their own mode. 

In the mean time, it is a clear caſe, that the po- 
ſterity of theſe original ſettlers have no better opi- 
nion of epiſcopacy than their forefathers had, who 
Planted them there. What then muſt be thought 
of the gratitude of theſe modern epiſcopalians, who 
are endeavouring to ſubject the poſterity of thoſe 
who harboured and protected their forefathers, to 
the galling Yoke of Epiſcopacy ? Will not ſuch 
an event ſerve for an exemplification of the fable 
of the Countryman and the half-ſtarved Serpent ? 

I call epiſcopacy a gelling yoke, in the preſent 
caſe, upon the credit of A. B. himſelf. For they 
who glory in their epiſcopal perſuaſion, and particular- 
ly becauſe of an uninterrupted ſucceſſion, muſt glory 
in it upon true, genuine, papiſtical principles; and 
mult aſſert all thoſe epiſcopal powers to the preſent 
order, which the old jure divino prelates of the 
Stuartine times claimed and exerciſed, and which 
drove the old anti- epiſcopalians into the wilds of 
America, and would as certainly drive the preſent 
generation of them to the wilds of Lapland, or Si- 
We. if Mr. A. B. ſhould be inveſted with the 
epiſcopal powers, and backed by the civil autho- 
rity neceſſary for effecting this kind of reform- 


ation. 
In an evil hour does 10 mention the Biſhop of 


London's commiſſaries as precedents a fertiori for 


the admiſſion of Biſhops into our colonies. Some 
of the exploits of theſe commiſſaries have been 
rouched upon above, and the world will, perhaps 


in no long time, be entertained with a complete 


OS 
collection of their a#s and monuments; when the 


erpedienty of ſending biſhops into our plantations, 
with 
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witch each a rod of iron, of double and treble the 
weight of that in the hands of a commiſſary, may 
perhaps appear, with reſpect to its civil as well as 
religious utility. 

A. B. confidently affirms, that the church 6f 
England is eſtabliſbed in moſt of our colonies. I will 
not enter into diſpute with him upon this head, as 
perhaps it might only give him occaſion to quibble 
on the word "fab feed. Dr. Maybew, though he 
does not determine the point for himſelf, | nath 
Rated the whole caſe ſo, that a man of more mo- 
deity and judgment than this letter-writer would 
hardly venture upon the affirmative with no better 
ſupport than a brazen front. I will therefore only 
aſk Mr. A. B. a few plain queſtions. | 

If the epiſcopal church of England is by law eſta- 
bliſhed in any part of North America, what ſhould 
hinder our epiſcopal-propagating ſociety from ſend- 
ing biſhops into that part, without any farther 
leave or licenſe from the civil powers? What ſhould - 
reſtrain my Lords the Biſhops of England from 
conlecrating ſuch biſhops for this expreſs purpoſe, 
and di patching them to their ſeveral departments, 
with credentials merely eccleſſaſtical? What occaſion 
to apply to the adminiſtration, or even to the le- 
giſlature, for new powers or appointments to carry 
a meaſure into execution, which is already autho- 
rized and eſtabliſhed by law? Can the church of 
England be ſaid to be "hab i/nea, where biſhops are 
not eſtabliſhed ? There cannot be a deficiency in the 
funds requiſite to maintain one ſuch biſhop at leaſt. 
A. B. hath mentioned a pretty handſome benefaction 

of Archbiſhop 7. enniſon, appropriated to the future 
ſupport of the ut See that ſhould be erected in 
thuic parts; and he is very ſanguint in his ex- 
pectations, that © many hundreds in this opulent 
* kingdom would embrace the opportunity of 


ſhe wing 


ſome others of ſtill more freedom from forms. 
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„ ſhewing their veneration for the church of Eng- 


* land,” by contributing (I ſuppoſe he means) to 
the charge of epiſcopizing the colonies. Upon 
whom then does it depend to afford or withhold 
this opportunity, which is already fuppoſed to have 
the ſanction of the law of the land? _ 

With reſpect to what this fplenetic man ſays of 
the great deſire of ſo many of our coloniſts to have 
bifhops among them, the caſe appears to be this. 
Where liberty 1s allowed for different forms of reli- 
gious worſhip, and men are left to entertain and 
enjoy their own opinions and prejudices, there par- 


ties in religion are unavoidable, there muſt be Hx- 


RESIES, taking the word in the moſt innocent ſenſe; 
and it would be miraculous if our colonies were 
without them. The world, in its preſent ſtate, 


will never be ſufficiently inlightened to ſee the great 


telicity, or to underſtand the righteouſneſs and e- 
quity, of an univerfal Chriſtian toleration ; there 
muſt of conſequence be party-feuds of the religious 
kind in our colonies, as well as in other places. 
Among theſe parties, there are men of the epiſcopal 
perſuaſion. Epiſcopacy has many adjuncts of pomp 
and power, and ſhew and ceremony, which are 
extremely raking with weak ſuperſtitious minds, 
and extremely uſeful to others for political purpoſes. 
In the eyes of the vulgar, it has great advantages 
oyer Chriſtianity in a plainer and more primitive 
dreſs. The ſimplicity of our proteſtant diſſenting 


ſects is not (as Charles II. ſaid, ſhrewdly enough) 


religion for gentlemen. They who are under the 
power of this prepoſſeſſion, and have been taught 
to value the forms, equally with the eſſentials of 


Chriſtianity, think it a very hard caſe that the 


epiſcops] church ſhould barely be upon a level with 
one of the presbyterian or congregational ſort; or of 


The 
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The true intereſt of our colonies, as civil and 
commercial communities, is a ſmall matter with 
men full of theſe ideas, in compariſon of the dig- 
nity of the church of England, and the honour of 
being a member of it. And even with wiſer men, 
who care little for churches of any denomination, 
as churches, the foreſight of an advancement in 
their ſtation, ſome 1 improvement of their fortunes, 
or ſome advantage in trade, under the wing of an 

eſtabliſhed biſhop, will bring them into the epiſco- 
pizing project, with as much zeal and contention 
as the bigots of a ſincerer complexion. 

All this is of courſe fomented by the propagating 
ſpirit of the epiſcopa! miſſionaries, who, though 
ſent thither for a very different purpoſe, in the eſti- 
mation of our common people. at home, - know 
well enough how to earn their wages of their ma- 
ſters one way; if they cannot, or chooſe not to do 
it in another. 

One of theſe we have now before us in the per- 
ſon of A. B. who, as plainly appears by his own 
repreſentation, has been in our colonies upon this 
epiſcopal duty, and retails to us with all freedom, 
not only his own ſentiments of epiſcopacy, but of 
others whom he hath had under his tutorage, and 
ſhews his inclination to have epiſcopacy eſtabliſhed 
in our colonies, upon principles which have long 
ſince been contemptible and ridiculous, even in the 
eſtimation of all ſenſible proteſtant epiſcopalians at 
home; principles which would make our preſent 
colenifts as miſerable as their forefathers were, when 
they ſought their peace and liberty and refuge in 
the wilds of America. 


But, whatever this narrow-hearted zealot may 


pretend, there are others, who know the religious 
ſtate of our colonies as well as he, who aſſure Us, 
that the moſt ſenſible and judicious even of our 


epilcopalian 


1 
epiſcopalian coloniſts; would be very ſorry to ſee 
biſhops ſent to and ſettled among them; and that 
for very obvious reaſons. And one thing, as it 
happens, I know myſelf from the beſt authority; 
and that 1s, that when the project of ſending biſhops 
to America was taken up in biſhop Gibſon's time, 
the moſt conſiderable of the London merchants 
trading to thoſe parts expreſſed their diſapprobation 
of that meafure, for reaſons which will never loſe 
their force, while the Britiſh conſtitution and com- 
merce are upon their preſent baſis; and to which 
every wiſe adminiſtration will, we hope, pay a pro- 

per attention for all time to come. 5 
There is one argument often repeated in this 
controverty, and which has made no ſmall figure 
on the epiſcopal fide of it; with an anſwer to which 
1 fhall conclude theſe remarks. 

It is the riſque that miſſionaries run by paſſing 
and repaſling to and from our colonies on account 
of ordination by an eſtabliſhed biſhop, *©* To re- 
„ medy this grievance, faith A. B. many pro- 
„ poſals have been made to the government, and 
happy would it have been for the church and 
s ſtate, had they been duly attended to.“ 
And, with re{pe& to /ome of theſe propoſals, fo 
jay I too. One of the propoſals has been, that the 
chartered ſociety for the propagation of the Goſpel 
in foreign parts ſhould, as was intended, withour 
reſpect of perſons, penſion miffionaries for propa- 
gating the Goſpel among the ſavage tribes of Ame- 
rica, of the presbyterian, or congregational, as well as 
of the epiſcopal perſuaſion; 'and have an eye rather 
to the morals, abilities, and chriſtian temper of the 
men, than to the nicety of their ordination. And as 
to that part of the argument which relates to offi- 
ciating in epiſcopal congregations, let us look to 
our beginnings, There is a ſtatute of 13 Eligz. 

| which 


„ 


which permits miniſters, ordained in the prechyte- 
rian or other form, not preſcribed 1 in King Edward's 
Ordination-book, to officiate in the church of Eng- 
land, and even to hold church-hyings, provided 
they are qualified in a manner, where the preſence 
of a biſhop is not at all neceſſary: for ſubſcriptions 
ro the thirty-nine articles, and other matters there 
mentioned, may be, and are to this day, taken by 
commiſtion from the biſhop to inferior clergymen. 
If this will not content our epiſcopalian coloniſts, 
the riſque mult be run; nor is it a greater riſque 
than muſt be undergone by thoſe civil officers com- 


miſſioned by his Majelty in ſeveral colony-deparr- 
ments, who make no ſuch complaints, and who 


never had, thar I could hear of, any charm to keep 
them from being ſhipwrecked or drowned more 


than the clergy. And if it is neceſſary our coloniſts 


ſhould have a 2% of their own, in order to pre- 
vent theſe accidents in e one caſe, what expedient 
muſt be found out to prevent them in the other ? 
But, provided A. B. and his fellow-epiſcopalians 
can but carry their own point, they never look 
farther, nor conſider whither their arguments on 
the behalf of the church would carry them, either 
with reſpect to the proſperity of the colonies, or the 
true ends and benefits of their connexion with the 
mother- country. 


THE END. 
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